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iS Sports 
NECCS Baseball team 


gains national recognition 


in an amazing season 
Northern Essex 


Faculty protest 
Governor on site 


Public demonstration : 


at Chamber of 


Commerce for Gov. 


By KiM DEPIERO 
Contributing Reporter 


They weren’t on the guest list, 


but that didn’t stop nearly a dozen 
NECC faculty and supporters from 
greeting the Governor and hundreds 

of invitees with placards that read, 

> “fund the:contract,” and “promises to 
keep - tell Mitt,” while standing out- 
side the two entrances to Diburro’s 
Function Facility in Haverhill the 
evening of April 13. 


a Kim DePiero photo 
Faculty does their best to get the point out that they need their 
contract funded as they try to get the message out to people who 
pass by outside the Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce . 


The faculty wore black academic 


robes and white work-to-rule T- 


shirts. They arrived dressed for 


protest not the dinner hosted by the 
Merrimack Valley Chamber of 


Commerce or Governor Mitt 
Romney’s guest lecture. 

The public demonstration, 
described as an “informational pick- 
et” by reference librarian, Gail 
Stuart, is the most resent battle in the 
campaign to win contract funding for 
faculty and professional staff of the 
Massachusetts 15 community col- 


leges despite gubernatorial opposi- 
tion. Faculty believe exposing the 


issue to public scrutiny may further 
their cause. 


NECC Professor leaves due to 


Professor hopes to 
return in time for 
final exams 


By Tim McCALuL 
Features Editor 


Beloved History Professor Arthur 
Barlas had to step down from teaching 
for the remainder of the semester 
Thursday, April 22. ; 


“T don't know how to tell you guys" 


this, but I'm going to be out of action 
for a while,” Barlas told his World 
War II class last Tuesday. “I have 
prostate cancer and I'm having it 
removed on Thursday,” Barlas went 
on to say. 

During the time of Barlas's 


“absence his classes will go on as 
scheduled. Around a half a dozen or 


so various teachers will be in and out 
teaching where he left off in his class- 
es. 

Everything is going to go on as 
scheduled. Teachers will be teaching 
his [Barlas’s] classes for him. 

“We are going to try to do our 
hardest to keep him involved as much 
as possible,” Professor Bill 
Heineman, chairman of history 
department said. 

Prostate cancer is a male only dis- 
ease. It is very common in men in 
their late 50's to the end of their lives. 
With early detection the survival rate 
is very high. ; 

“If you live long enough, and 
you're a man, you're going to get it,” 
Heineman said. 

Depending on the age of the 


patient, as well as stage of the disease, 
there are many options for the patient. 
The patient can have radiation therapy 
to kill off the cancer, or they can have 
two different types of surgery to have 
the cancer removed in its entirety. 

“Arthur disliked the idea of hav- 
ing surgery to remove the cancer,” 
said Professor Steve Russell, 
history/literature professor as well as 
friend of Barlas. 

It is not recommended to have the 
surgery due to the side effects the radi- 
ation causes to the surrounding 
organs. 

“Radiation in any amount creates 
a sticky substance on the organs close 
by, so it makes ita very hard working 
station for the surgeon. Other side 
effects vary man to man,” Gerard 
Morin, from the history and govern- 
ment department said.. 


Friends of Barlas have mentioned 
that it bothered him greatly to miss the 
opportunity to be with his students for 
the rest of the semester. 5 

“He [Barlas] tried to put it off as 
much as he could, but his health is 
important to him too so he had to have 
the surgery,” Morin said. 

Six weeks is the typical full recov- 
ery time for a prostate cancer survivor, 
but after only a couple weeks, a 
patient can return to doing many of 
their many regular activities. 

Barlas came home Sunday. He is 
tired, but everything is said to be fine. 
The doctors are very optimistic for his 
recovery and his spirits are great, 
friends have said. 

“At the moment we are aiming for 
Arthur to be back to give his final 
exams in a couple weeks.” Heineman 
said. 


“T think if we’re invisible there is 
absolutely no incentive for the 
Governor to make this right. He feels 
he is not obligated to fund the con- 
tracts. If you sit back and wait on the 
State or the Governor to do the nght 
thing - you’re going to have a long 
wait,” said Stuart. 

The faculty made certain they 
would not be invisible on this sunny 
evening. The demonstration began at 
6 p.m. outside the event hall’s Boston 
Rd. access and quickly expanded to 
include the Main St. entryway locat- 
ed on Route 125. 

From the bustling Main St. posi- 
tion, scattered within the flow of 
transient faces, several honks of soli- 
darity from the vehicles passing by 
were heard. The protestors returned 
the gestures with a wave or a nod of 
appreciation as road dust blew. 

At the Boston Rd. location a 
decided change of tone came with the 
arrival of six small voices that chant- 
ed: “Pay our moms! Down with 
Romney!” The children’s parent, an 
untenured faculty member requested 
to remain nameless. F 

“We brought the children to show 
that this [having no contract] harms 
families,” said the faculty member. 

When asked what they hoped to 
accomplish by the public display, the 
participants expressed similar senti- 
ment. 


See Protest page 7 
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NECC’s future 
may be improving 


NECC’s budget may be on the 
rise for the fiscal year of 2006. 
Recently Massachusetts has been 
in an economic slump causing the 
state support for public higher 
education to decrease. NECC has 
suffered a 25 percent decrease in 
state support alone, not to men- 
tion that Massachusetts only 
ranks 47 in the country with the 
amount of money the state spends 
on public higher ed., but with an 
increase in tax revenues the state 
is making its way out of the 
slump. 

A budget increase for NECC 
is greatly needed as well as for 
other public higher education 
institutions. In order to fully 
operate as a higher education sys- 
tem and to fulfill its students and 
teachers needs it would need $400 
million. The Massachusetts 
Board of Higher Education is 
aware these numbers and realizes 
that something must be done. So 
what has been done thus far is a 
recommendation created by the 
board and put in front of the 
Governor to urge him to use the 
BHE Funding Formula as well as 
to come up with a plan to fund the 
formula over a ten-year period. 
This formula would raise enough 
money for public higher ed. to 


operate to its fullest potential. 
With this plan, NECC would 
receive $1 million, a 6.5 percent 
increase from the school’s current 
budget. But as usual, stingy 
Romney did not accept this plan. 
His recommendation was only a 
2.5 percent increase where NECC 
would. only receive a $400 thou- 
sand increase. 

Many more steps are being 
considered and taken by the 
House of Representatives, the 
House of Ways and Means 
Committee and soon a debate will 
be moved to the Massachusetts 
Senate. Also, more good news is 
the Senate Task Force for Public 
Higher Education has issued a 
report named “Investing In Our 
Future.” This is a very positive 
step to ensure the future of col- 
lege students because colleges 
will be funded and governed 
using a better approach. This 
report recommends that the BHE 
Funding Formula will be put into 
action and colleges will be fully 
funded in five to seven years. 
The President of NECC will be 
asking faculty, staff, administra- 
tors, alumni and any one else who 
wants to get involved to campaign 
for the report. 

It’s nice to hear some good 
news for a change and this is a 
positive step taken towards 
brightening the future for college 
students at NECC. 
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Do you think handcuffing an out of 
control five year old is too extreme? 


Tom Schoolcraft, Psychology 


No, she will learn from this 
experience more than anything else. 


Christina Crevatis, Social Work 


Yes, Idon’t think five-year-olds 
should be handcuffed. I don’t think 
a five-year-old understands. 


Julissa Turner, Nursing 


A bit extreme, a five-year-old 
shouldn’t be handcuffed for any 
reason. I wouldn’t want that to 
happen to my son. 


Photos/Interviews by Brenda Bolduc 


Lisa Valcanas, Journalism 


Way too extreme! It’s not right 
because she is only five. If she is 
that out of control, then she needs 
therapy. What is happening at home 
to lead to this? 


Samantha Vellette, General Studies 


It’s completely reasonable. What 
else are they supposed to do? 


Rob Cook, Business 


Too extreme, you shouldn’t have to 
handcuff a five-year-old. You 
should handcuff their parents! 
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Put blame on low 
enrollment where 
it belongs 


To the Editor: 


I am writing in response to the article on 
enrollment decline, as published in your issue 
of April 13, 2005. I found the comments of 
Professor Joe Leblanc and Professor Peter 
Flynn about adjunct faculty, insulting at best 
and with no basis in fact to support their com- 
ments. 

The article as presented would lead on to 
believe that the extensive use of adjunct facul- 
ty is the reason, in part or in whole, for the 
decline in enrollment at NECC. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. Before addressing 
their comments, I would first like to address 
the issue of enrollments. 

Enrollments are gained through good pro- 
grams and aggressive selling‘ of those pro- 
grams. NECC happens to have some of the 
best programs of any community college. I 
would stack our programs up against many of 
the four-year college programs. Ours are 
among the best, in part because of the work 
delivered by our adjunct faculty. Programs 
aren’t the issue; adjunct versus full time facul- 
ty has nothing to do with it. Selling has every- 
thing to do with it. 

As a former member of the instructional 
staff of the Dale Carnegie Sales Course, mak- 
ing the sales call is the first step. Presentations 
- should be made at every public and parochial 
high school, every adult education venue, 


every industrial organization that wants more - 


workers who are better skilled, social and fra- 
ternal organizations. I understand that there 


are rules that cover college admissions. I’m 
not suggesting that admissions do anything 
that is illegal or unethical. Just maximize the 
effort, every day and in every way. I’d be more 
than happy to provide some sales training to 
the admissions department at no cost. It would 
be another of the free services I provide that, as 
an adjunct faculty member, I don’t have to pro- 
vide. 

As I continue in my fifth year at NECC as 
an adjunct, I am constantly being reminded (by 
the union representatives) that NECC manage- 
ment takes advantage of adjuncts. If that’s true 
then so be it. Certainly, would rather be full 
time at NECC, but that is unlikely. 

While I fully support the full timer’s Work 
to Rule campaign, I do think that the students 
are missing a lot because of it. More than 
once, I have suggested that these activities be 
turned over to the adjuncts who “according to 
the article” can leave after their class is done. 

While I cannot speak for any other adjunct 
beside myself, I would like to say that some 
adjuncts would likely be willing to serve on 
committees, to do advising, to serve as faculty 
advisors to clubs and organization, etc. To any 
who might want to challenge me or my com- 
mitment to NECC, I say, “bring it on”. 


Thank You. 


Fred Miller, M. Ed. 
Humanities Faculty 


Adjunct Faculty 
dedicated to their 


students’ 


To the Editor: 


As an adjunct faculty member, I fear that 
some of the comments made in the recent 
Observer article written by Jessica DeMarco 
may unintentionally give students the impres- 
sion that adjunct faculty are somehow less 
invested in the college and in the success of 
our students than our full-time colleagues are. 

While it is true that as part-timers we do 
not serve as student advisors, on committees, 
or act as advisors to student clubs and organi- 
zations, it is not because we would not wish to, 
but because we are not allowed to because our 
contracts compensate us only for course work 
on a per-course basis. 

Full-timers are compensated with an annu- 
al salary and benefits, and are therefore 
expected to do more than “just teach”. 
However, since full-timers also have the 
option of course reductions to perform such 
duties as acting as club advisors or serving on 
committees, many full-time faculty members 


people. 
— Frederick Douglass 


SUCCESS 


actually teach fewer courses than some part- 
timers like myself who carry a full course load 
of five sections. In many cases, we are adjunct 
only because we have no choice if we wish to 
teach at Northern Essex, since there simply are 
no full-time openings in many departments 
such as mine. 

If the college were to compensate adjunct 
faculty for the duties that full-timers perform, 
I am certain that many of us would be delight- 
ed to do more than “just teach” - however, we 
currently don’t have that option. I hope my 
students, at least, know that I am just as fully 
invested in the success and future of Northern 
Essex and in their individual ability to succeed 
as my full-time colleagues are. Being a 
teacher, after all, is not just what I do — it’s 
what I am, no matter my designation. 


Sincerely, 


Janet Clark 
Faculty member, English Dept. 


A little learning, indeed, may be a dangerous thing, but the want of learning is a calamity to any 


Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe. 


The activist is not the man who says the river is dirty. The activist is the man who cleans up the 


river. 3 
—H. Ross Perot 


—H.G. Wells 


Cutbacks and 


employers affect 
enrollment 


To the Editor: 


I spent five years in the late 70’s and 80’s 
driving over-the-speed-limit on Route 495 
between teaching jobs at Mount Wachusetts 
and NECC with a box of syllabi and handouts 
without college names in my back seat. During 
those years I taught 4, 5 and 6 course per 
semester and paid my own health insurance. I 
was happy to get a tenure track position in 1982 
because it had benefits and cut down on speed- 
ing tickets. 

I got the full-time job but lots of my fellow 
DCE folk never got a chance. As years went by 
less and less of the 
increasingly large 
part time faculty 
were called into the 
diminishing ranks 
of full timers. 
When I became full 
time there were 14 
faculty in our 
department- Now 
there are six and a 
half. 

The incredible 
shrinking faculty 
phenomenon is only part of a pattern of cut- 
backs reducing college services to students 


over the last decade. Nursing staff, student psy- ” 


chological services, and the audiovisual depart- 
ment have been eliminated as recently. 

In my interview with the Observer reporter 
I said that, while individually DCE faculty peo- 
ple may be as good as full-timers in the class- 
room, the overall structural impact of having 
two thirds of courses taught by DCE is a net 
loss in quality and quantity of services deliv- 
ered to students. 

There are rare examples, like Mr. Miller, of 
DCE faculty who might be interested in taking 
on college service activity gratis, but most part- 
timers need more work to make ends meet or 
have obligations which preclude volunteering 
time to the college. 

Our union negotiators repeatedly have 
requested that the employer formalize add-ons 
to part-time employees like college service, stu- 
dent advisement or office hours, only to be 
reminded that what the employer wants is 
cheap labor, maximum flexibility in assign- 
ment, and minimal commitments to these 
employees. 

Last summer administrators demanded 
part-timers report for a required meeting in 


August outside their contracted period of 
employment. Recently part-timers have been 
told they are responsible to answer assigned 
college email and phone extensions whether 
they chose to have'them or not. Responsibilities 
are constantly being ratcheted up for these 
employees- but support services like offices 
and computers are not being augmented. 

Our college has about 100 fulltime faculty, 
and in an academic year perhaps 400 DCE fac- 
ulty. There have been in a given semester as 
many as 15 DCE faculty assigned to one win- 
dowless office across the hall from me. They’re 
lucky because now we are told that all part- 


What the employer wants is cheap 
labor, maximum flexibility in 


assignment, and minimal 
commitments to these employees. 


timers cannot all have an assigned office or 
cubicle space, and must meet with students in 
“public spaces or the library.” 

Despite good intentions and qualifications, 
DCE are not by-and-large participants in cur- 
riculum development, committees, division and 
department meetings. They may or may not be 
teaching during the semester when a student 
needs a recommendation for college transfer or 
work. DCE faculty are less available to engage 
in collegial discussions meaning the informal 
controls on course standards and course succes- 
sion are less easily conveyed. 

I say more DCE faculty should be full 
timers- that they are qualified, motivated, 
would make great additions to the staff and ulti- 
mately would improve the quality of services to 
students. The current over-utilization of DCE 
faculty, along with reduction in student ser- 
vices, lack of good gathering places for stu- 
dents, neglect of classroom (C building), and 
increased class sizes can be assumed to be 
affecting enrollments at some level. 


Peter Flynn 

President, Northern Essex Community 
College Professional Association 
(NECCPA) 


r publication may 
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Bleeding hearts enabling youth violence 


Continued violence 
among the youth of 
America 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Opinion Editor 


In less 
than a_ half 
hour of watch- 
ing the news, I 
see three very 
disturbing sto- 
ries. One 
story regard- 
ing a  five- 
year-old girl 
getting violent 
in her classroom, another was about 
a young teen girl slashing the face of 
another girl over a boy, and finally a 
21-year-old boy that stabbed his 
mother to death. 

Ironically, the young five year 
old is handcuffed and taken away, 
the teenage girl is slapped on the 
wrist and told to stay away from the 
girl she disfigured for life and the 
son well of course he’s going to jail, 
or is he? The new excuses for these 
types of murders are, “I was on 
_ medicine the doctor prescribed for 
me and it caused me to become vio- 
lent.” 

People are up in arms at what 
they call brutality to the little out of 
control girl because the police hand- 
cuffed her. Are you kidding me? 
This little girl has a history of vio- 
lent outbreaks in school; the teach- 


ers do what they can to prevent this 
behavior. What is supposed to be 
done when a five-year-old has no 
fear of adults? If putting handcuffs 
on her makes her stop and think that 
her behavior is unacceptable after 
all else failed, then I say go for it! 

Or should we wait until she gets 
into high school and slash some- 
one’s face open because of a fight 
over a boy? Or, maybe wait until 
she gets so out of control that she 
kills her family? When is this 
country going to get tough and start 
to show these kids that there are 
consequences for their violent 
actions? We are coddling our youth 
to such a degree that they think 
nothing of killing or permanently 
maiming someone because they are 
angry and aren’t getting what they 
want. 

Instead of hitting the problems 
head-on when they are young and 
fairly controllable, the problem gets 
worse and then the only alternative 
is to drug them to control. 

I have never seen such disregard 
for authority by our youth today. 
They fear nothing and no one, 
police, their own parents, teachers, 
judges. They laugh and realize that 
whatever they do, some bleeding 
heart will come to their defense and 
get them off showing them that once 
again, they can do whatever they 
want, they answer to no one. 

I see the little girl’s lawyer say- 
ing how traumatic it was for the lit- 
tle girl to be in handcuffs. I wanted 
to reach into the television and 
wring his blooming next. In about 


ten years is he going to defend her 
again when she decides that the peo- 
ple in school have really made her 
angry and she begins to shoot up the 
school and everyone in it? Does 
this attorney or the child’s mother 
even consider of how traumatic it is 
for the teachers or other students in 
the class to have to put up with this 
uncontrollable child each day? 
Disrupting the class, kids fearing 
that she could possibly harm them, 


the parent’s life. Your child is the 
way they are because they are not 
getting what they need at home. I 
am sick to death about all this psy- 
chological mumbo jumbo. She 
won’t be scarred for life because she 
got put in handcuffs. Heck maybe it 
will stop her, and maybe others like 
her from doing much worse, like 
slashing another girl’s face, or hav- 
ing a shoot-out at school. If this 
memory can change the way she 
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When is this country going to get tough 
and show these kids there are 


consequences for their violent actions? 


because they certainly see she isn’t 
afraid to swing at the teachers. 
How are they supposed to feel pro- 
tected in school if we tie the hands 
of authority and not let them do their 
jobs? If my child was that out of 
control and we tried everything to 
reason and show her that her behav- 
lors are wrong and nothing else 
worked except putting handcuffs on 
her and putting the fear of God in 
her, then I say go right ahead, I’ll 
hand the police the handcuffs 
myself. 

Parents need a good kick in the 
pants, maybe even go to boot camp 
to learn how to discipline their chil- 
dren instead of letting the child run 


thinks about her behavior, then not 
only did it save others from her vio- 
lence, but maybe this will keep her 
from going to jail when she is older. 

I’m not exactly sure why soci- 
ety has-lost control of the youth of 
today. I have my strong suspicions 
of what it could be, but I don’t have 
enough space to go into all that. I 
do know this; I’ve said it over and 
over again. Kids need structure, 
guidance, support, love and RULES. 
Giving them whatever they want, 
not setting rules, boundaries or 
defending them when they are 
wrong is the birth of a delinquent. 
If they are unable to follow the rules 
of society, then they need to suffer 


the consequences for their behav- 
iors. If you teach them respect for 
each other, their parents, other 
adults and authority then maybe this 
country’s youth wouldn’t be so dys- 
functional. 

I’ve often heard many parents 
complain that they are afraid to dis- 
cipline and set rules for their kids 
because when they try, the child 
threatens to call the police or the 
Department Of Social Services. 
My advice to these parents, let 
them, call their bluff, hand them the 
phone, pack their stuff and bring_ 
them to the station yourself. You'll 
be surprised how quickly they 
change their tune. 

You are the parent; don’t let 
them threaten you because they 
don’t like your rules. If they think 
it’s better living somewhere else, let 
them find out what the real world is 
really like. The only time a child 
should call the police is when they 
are being beaten and abused. But 
when a child is just being spoiled 
and unreasonable because he isn’t 
getting his/her way then measures 
need to be taken to let them know 
their idle threats aren’t going to do 
them any good. 

How many schools will have to 
be shot up by disgruntled students, 
how many assaults will we allow 
our teenagers to do to each other 
because they aren’t getting what 
they want before we put an end to it 
all? If these kids are our future in 
America, what a terrifying thought. 
Maybe I should start looking around 
for someplace else to live..... 


Students are casualties of ‘work-to-rule’ act 


Students caught in 
the middle of 


political war 


By Mark DEMEO 
Contributing Reporter 


As I pre- 
pare to walk 
up the podium 
and receive 
my  associ- 
ate’s degree, I 
find myself 


glad to be 
leaving the 
college I’ve 
grown to 


love. 
campus, but changes in faculty 
behavior. Since I first heard about 
the “work-to-rule” I wanted to fully 


Not because of changes on 


support it. Any movement 
attempting to bring the professors, 
who’ve aided in my successes jus- 
tice, is a phenomenon I’d be proud 
to stand behind. But, I became 
immediately suspicious of the 
actions taken by the NECC 
Professional Association (teachers 
union). 

In the Sept. 22, 2004 issue of 
the Observer an article concerning 
the implementation of “work-to- 
rule” quoted Vice President of 
Academic Affairs Paul Bevilacqua 
saying “I think that we (NECC) 
will get away with minimal impact 
on our students.” 

I felt like I’d been lied to, face- 
to-face. For those unfamiliar, 
work-to-rule means _ professors 
refuse to work outside their desig- 
nated class, office and activity 


hours weekly. 

When a professor depletes the 
hours they’re accessible to stu- 
dents, it’s a fallacy to assume dra- 
matic effects will not result. 
Especially in community colleges, 
where, like myself, many students 
work full-time and are restricted in 
their availability for school. If 
professors deny extra time to stu- 
dents, it could be the determining 
factor in whether or not some will 
survive college before wasting 
thousands of dollars they don’t 
have. 

The union believes by cutting 
back productivity, it hurts the uni- 


the waiting list our transfer stu- 
dents will go. 

Most recently, I read an apolo- 
gy in the Observer regarding can- 
cellation of the award ceremony, in 
support of work-to-rule. Good job 
union, that moves going to leave 
Romney hanging by his jock. 

I hope the awards are still given 
to the students (during designated 
office hours of course) because 
four -year institutions often have 
special considerations for these 
types of awards, often using them 
as determining factors for admis- 
sion and scholarships. 

By eliminating the awards the 
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When a professor depletes the hours 
they are accessible to students, it’s a 
fallacy to assume dramatic effects will 


not result. 


versity enough to force a pay up, 
but the university replies, “It won’t 
hurt NECCO.” 

I believe the school is right. It 
won’t hurt NECCO; it’ll hurt the 
students. Either way, the profes- 
sional and required work of the 
school will be completed, (maybe 
slower, but still completed) or else 
teachers could be relieved for fail- 
ing to meet standards. However, 
the extra stuff professors do for stu- 
dents will suffer. 

One Observer article quoted a 
union member suggesting the with- 
holding of grades. I thought to 
myself wonderful, the further down 


union is hurting students for the 
sake of hurting students. They 
obligated themselves to work-to- 
rule, which includes regulations 
disallowing involvement in student 
extras outside of contract. I ask, 
where’s the common sense? 
Students are the only insiders fully 
supporting you and the union cuts 
us off due to guidelines designed to 
hurt the system. Since many of the 
student activities have no effect on 
“the system,” maybe, should they 
be given special consideration? 

I recently was accepted into a 
great university who offered me a 
substantial scholarship. I honestly 


admit members of the NECC fac- 
ulty helped me, outside of their 
work-to-rule guidelines. If they 
didn’t break the rules, my papers 
and applications wouldn’t have met 
deadlines; leaving me stuck in a 
lower level school for full price. 
These professors should be the 
models. They care enough about 
their students to go the extra mile, 
contrary to their own beliefs, 
because they’d rather not pass their 
burdens onto the students. It’s 
awful what the veto is doing to the 
professors, but it’s not the students 
hurting you. We pay our tuition so 
professors are available to help, 
work-to-rule suggests professors 
should take students money and 
turn their backs until the govern- 
ment gives them more. 

Personally, I think it’s laugh- 
able to assume this type of effort is 
going to be productive. Any extra 
office work or activities the profes- 
sors are denying the school is only 
making them fall behind. In reali- 
ty, if a professor is swamped with 
work and not taking a few extras 
hours to dig out of it, all that’s 
occurring is a continued stressful 
experience, everyday for the rest of 
the semester. 

Also, there isn’t a minute in the 
day when my reasoning lapses to 
where I believe Mitt Romney cares 
if the school falls behind or stu- 
dents miss out. 

Romney and several governors 
before him, all have cut funds to 
community colleges. They all 
knew this means: less staff to help 
students, less staff to help the 
school, less class options for stu- 
dents, and less professors to cover 
the workload of existing classes. 
When they make these cuts, it 


effects the campus population far 
more than the actions of work-to- 
rule will, and they still did it. Why 
would he pay any mind? 

There is only one language 
politicians understand, and that’s 
votes. The only way to beat a 
politician is to become one. In my 
opinion the union should be rally- 
ing students and unifying with the 
other schools. Petitions are nice, 
but without a big scene, few are 
attracted to sign at the table. ’m 
only aware of one attempt made to 
gain student support. I walked by 
a table with a couple students sit- 
ting at it and no advertising. 

Then I read about the petition I 
passed several times, in the 
Observer weeks later. 

To send a message, professors 
need to: hold a big speaking to 
inform the student body, hand out 
fliers, shake hands, hang up signs 
and talk to students, getting them 
on the union’s side. Through this, 
hype the petition and get signatures 
for several days leading into a full 
student-teacher protest. If all 
these activities were organized on 
each campus the same days, press 
releases can be sent to all the news 
stations and papers. They’ll frenzy 
over a unified community college 
protest against the Governor. 

Students respect and want to 
help the professors. If professors 
work for the support, they’Il get it. 

As far as I’m concerned, I 
won’t sign the petition being writ- 
ten in aide of the union because any 
group who passes their burdens 
onto me, in attempt to relieve their 
own pressures is one I can’t stand 
behind. If the attack method 
chose to deplete the commodities 
they give students. 
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Raising prices at the 
pumps make it hard 
for SUV owners 


By FREDRIK ROTHSTEIN 
Contributing Reporter 


Once again I’m cruising the 
parking lot behind the Spurk building 
as I’m looking for the SUV I parked 
somewhere whilst in a hurry to my 
morning class. -There it is! I almost 
say aloud as I find it. It’s a small 
SUV as such things are measured 
these days but it has a large engine 
and permanent four-wheel drive. 
Thus it is a gas hog per definition. 

With the gas price spiking day 
after day I’m as unhappy as probably 
all SUV owners be. Oh what a joy 
when my not-so-long-ago refueling 
ended just short of $40. With the gas 
price seeming headed for $3 per gal- 
lon a refueling will soon cost too 
close to $70 for fiscal comfort. What 
am I and my fellow SUV drivers to 
do? Sell out? 

As I like my SUV I will try to 
keep it on the road a little while yet. 
In order to keep a car fuel efficient 
it’s important to keep it in good con- 
dition on properly inflated tires and 
the engine running well. This is what 
I was told since I fell in love with 
cars at the tender age of six months 
or thereabout. 

My father has driven race cars 


since the first years of the 60’s and 


there was always. a car to admire 
when I was a child. What made his 


driving fast was that he was efficient 
in how he chose to drive around the 
race tracks. Not a lot of skidding or 
screeching tires but a very tight and 
economical choice of where to drive 
the car on the track. 

This is a type of driving that 
looks more elegant than powerful 
and it can pay off at the end of a long- 
distance race. The dynamic and fuel 
efficient driving saves time when 


today. 

I have been trying to keep the 
general rhythm of the traffic flow in 
order not to become an obstacle in 
traffic. I was once told that the way to 
do this is by driving as if though you 
had an egg between the accelerator 
and shoe. My fuel usage has gone 
down quite a bit during my attempts 
and as I try to find out what the gen- 
eral consumption of fuel should be 
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I try to keep my car well tuned and try 


to apply some of what I’ve been taught 


about driving dynamically. 


fewer pit stops are needed than with 
a more powerful manner of driving. 

I try to keep my car well tuned 
and try to apply some of what I’ve 
been taught about driving dynamical- 
ly. With the fuel prices on the way up 
I have been paying particular atten- 
tion to how much I apply the acceler- 
ator. On top of this I attend a class 
called Environmental Issues, taught 
at the NECC Haverhill Campus 
where the SUV and driving have 
been a topic of discussion. 

My car, as many modern cars, 
comes with the option of measuring 
current as well as average fuel usage. 
I decided to see how low consump- 
tion I could achieve by driving effi- 
ciently without driving like great- 
great Grandma would, were she alive 
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WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM 
WITH NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS. 
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for my car it seems I have done well. 

There are many factors in regards 
to where and how you drive your 
vehicle determining the fuel con- 
sumption. Stop-and-go traffic in 
town or the congested highway is 
where the car will use the most fuel 
whilst cruising down a country road 
at or about an even speed of 50 mph 
demands the least. The open highway 
at legal speeds is also good if you 
desire low fuel consumption but at 
excessive speeds the usage increases 
dramatically. 

The average consumption that 
car manufacturers refer to is based on 
a combination driving in varied traf- 
fic conditions. My SUV should get 
get 14 mpg in town and 18 mpg on 
the highway but the numbers I’ve 


The UPS 
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seen stated as observed by people 
driving the car suggest 13-14 mpg. 
Thus my numbers that reside some- 
where between 18 and 20 mpg are an 
improvement upon what is listed 
elsewhere. With a smile on my face 
I’m happy about this aspect of my 
driving. 

A few days ago I decided to call 
my father, Claes Rothstein, in 
Sweden, who teaches driving at 
Volvo’ in Gothenburg. I wanted to 
ask him about what he teaches to 
improve the fuel mileage of the dri- 
vers he instructs. He told me that try- 
ing to keep away from accelerating 
hard and slamming on the breaks is 
the first step. He also teaches his 
charges to think ahead and plan how 
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Tips on how to save on gas usage 


to drive dynamically in traffic. For 
instance not to accelerate violently 
from traffic light to traffic light. 

Claes also said that keeping the 
car in motion is the most critical 
aspect of how to drive fuel efficient- 
ly, the less you need to accelerate the 
less fuel your car uses. He goes on to 
tell me that most drivers he has 
instructed cut their fuel consumption 
by 5-10 percent however a driver 
managed a reduction of 23 percent. 

Saving 5-10 percent on a refuel- 
ing worth $30 may not seem much 
but add up the times you refuel your 
car each year and there are savings to 
be made. Even better, find someone 
to share car rides and fuel costs with 
and the expenses halved. 
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State Rep engulfs club’s attention 


State Representative 
Harriet Stanley visits 
Contemporary Affairs 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


State Representative Harriet 
Stanley made an appearance in 
front of the Contemporary Affairs 
Club Friday, April 15. She enter- 
tained the audience with many of 


her political stories and shared her_ 


opinions and the actions she took 
on current matters, such as gay 
marriage. 

“T voted as strategically as pos- 
sible. I voted for the compromise,” 
said Stanley. 

Stanley explained that the com- 
promise’ was in favor of banning 
gay marriage but giving same-sex 
couples the right to civil unions and 
the same rights as heterosexual 
couples. Though she said she was- 
n’t for the compromise, it helped 
raise the concern for certain issues 
that should not go overlooked in 
the future. 

The State Representative gave a 
little history on herself and how she 
became a politician and the obsta- 
cles she had to overcome. 

“T am the most unusual politi- 
cian. People would tell me that I 
wouldn’t get elected in ‘94. I got 
elected. That I wouldn’t do good 
and that I would not like the job - I 
love it. I was raised in Washington, 
D.C. so all my friend’s parents 
were involved in the government. 
When I went to college there were 
only two ways to look at [politics 
as a career], I would be politically 
active and I would be making 
money. I went to Harvard Business 
School and they taught you how to 
make money,” Stanley said. 

Stanley became attached to 
Massachusetts as she attended two 
colleges in the state. As well as 
Harvard Business School, she also 
attended Boston University. 

As a politician in New York 
“you’re a nut. It’s push and shove. 
You make a lot of money and you 
spend a lot of money. Since I went 


to B.U. and Harvard back in Mass I 
moved to Merrimac,” Stanley said. 
As a get-away from New York 
she bought an antique house with a 
barn where she would visit on the 
weekends. In the early ‘90s 
Stanley decided s! 2 liked the town 
better than New York and she made 
Merrimac her new home. 

“The local politics are really 
cool but if your grandparents 
weren’t born there [Merrimac] then 
you're an outsider,” Stanley joked. 

After she made herself at home 
in this new small town she ran to 
become the Town Treasurer of 
Merrimac. 

“Tt was shock among shock. I 
ran and I won.” 

During the time she was run- 
ning for state representative the 
Haverhill city congressman was 
running as well. 

“I remember her saying ‘a little 
town treasurer couldn’t possibly 
make it on Beacon Hill.’ I worked 
on Wall Street, I knew the numbers. 
I campaigned like a mad woman. I 
walked the streets of Haverhill and 
even had a few bites to eat at a 
neighborhood party. I talked with 
the locals,” Stanley recalled. 

It was the night of the primaries 
in 1994 and Stanley was anxious as 
to what was to come. 

“I remember saying ‘no doubt 
the Haverhill chick is gonna win.’ 
She said she was going to sweep 
the floor with me so I drove around 
with a broom in my car just to see 
who was going to sweep who,” 
Stanley laughed. 

But the night went on with all 
anxiety attached. 

“T lost Haverhill by 180 votes 
and I yelled ‘I’m gonna win.’ I 
know I had to lose by 1,000 votes. 
People thought I was crazy.” 

The next thing she knew she 
was being rushed to get media cov- 
erage for her victory. 

“T had no media or press cover- 
age. The press was at her 
(Haverhill city congressman) head 
quarters showing her crying and at 
my head quarters I had one more 
beer than I should have. We went 
to community T.V. so I sobered up 
on the way down,” Stanley said. 


She received press but her 
defeated opponent still made the 
front page the next day. 

“Her engagement was on the 
first page and my largest upset was 
on the second or third page,” she 
said shaking her head. 

The next thing she had to worry 
about was the other cities and 
towns that decided the state of her 
future career. 

“That night we were just wait- 
ing for Groveland. We drove at 6 
a.m. to where they were counting 
the votes. I won by 125 votes. We 
got back in the car and drove 
around honking the horn waking 
everybody up.” 

Stanley is very happy to be 
holding the position of state rep and 
she worked hard to get there. 

“It’s a great job. I deal with 
people all day. I deal with con- 
cepts, I finish budgets and amend- 
ments. There’s never two days the 
same. I have 42,000 bosses. I’m 
never bored. Friday is my easiest 
day of the week and Saturday is my 
busiest day,” said Stanley. 

This petite, fiery woman had a 
very interesting campaign and a 
very exciting defeat but as she dis- 
cuses the issues she deals with the 
more serious Stanley emerges. 

“Right now things are tough. 
Schools across the state were given 
more money and my district did not 
because we are not considered a 
poor community, not even 
Haverhill,” she explains one of the 
issues she is currently working on. 

With education as the subject, 
an audience member asked for her 
opinion on higher education. 

“‘T’m a great believer of 
Community Colleges. There’s so 
much diversity at C.C.’s, it’s great. 
There’s also a lot of competition 
with private schools and the more 
endowed schools. We vote for 
more money for UMass and for 
C.C.’s. Romney has a very clumsy 
process. He set costs way back,” 
Stanley explained 

“To me K-12 is incredibly 
important. It should be absolutely 
free regardless of parent’s status. 
No fees, no club fees, no athletic 
fees, no bus fees.” 
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State Representative Harriet Stanley tells her interesting 
political stories to the Contemporary Affairs Club. 


The state rep opened the floor 
to any other questions the audience 
had. 

“I never decline a question, 
even when a kid asked how much is 
in my bank account, I told him,” 


- she joked. 


A Contemporary Affairs Club 
member Ed DiChiara asked how in 
present Democrat reactionaries to 


Republicans, how are _ the 
Democrats trying to get what peo- 
ple want? — 


Stanley replied, “Democrats 
don’t know who they are anymore, 
on a national level. They are party 
driven, they have labor interest, 
consultants and special interest 
groups. On a state level Democrats 
are hugely dominant in the state. I 
am a fiscally conserved Democrat, 
‘If you don’t have it, don’t spend 
its? 

English Professor Barbara 
Stachniewicz asked how hard it is 
to be a politician in the state and as 


a woman. 

“Politics in the state are rough 
and tumble, you need a thick skin. 
Boston is fraternity oriented, for 
guys. The state accommodates a 
guy and not a woman. There are 19 
percent women in leadership and 
25 percent women in legislature. 
People need to so something,” 
Stanley said. : 

Another question was if the 
state rep was going to run for a 
higher position in the future. 

“In 2002 I considered running 
for Treasurer of the Common 
Wealth but a brain tumor destroyed 
my dream. I’m at age 55 now and 
I’m ngt going to retire. If I didn’t 


‘have a tumor I’d probably be State 


Treasurer right now,” 
explained. 

She is a brave woman who has 
over come her share of hardships 
but has a strong will and plans to 
continue her journey as a politician 
who never said “I can’t.” 


Stanley 


Car drives directly into bookstore 


In collaboration with Eagle 
Security, this Security log has been 
released to inform students and fac- 
ulty about events requiring the assis- 
tance of Eagle Security at Northern 
Essex. This log covers all events. 
from the dates of Feb. 11 to April 25. 


Haverhill campus, Feb. 11 to 
present. 


Feb. 11 - A car parked outside of 
the C building was hit. The cause of 
the accident is unknown and no wit- 
nesses were available to report. 

Feb. 16 - A student located in a 
computer lab on the third floor of the 


B building had a seizure. The student 
was transported to a local hospital by 
an EMT. No other information can 
be released at this time. 

Feb. 22 - A student collapses out- 
side of the B building. The student 
was treated and released. 

Feb. 28 - A student fell outside of 
the B building. The student was 
treated and released. 


March 3 - A student on the third - 


floor of the B Building was reported 
as being stressed. No other informa- 
tion can be released at this time. 

March 9 - A student reported 
having difficulty breathing. The stu- 
dent was transported to a local hospi- 
tal by an EMT. No other information 
can be released at this time. 

March 10 - An automobile acci- 
dent occured outside of the F build- 
ing. Police were notified. No other 
information was available. 

March 11 - A student fainted in 
the library. The student was treated 
and released. No other information 


is available at this time. 

March 24 - A student complained 
about music being played on the 
shuttle bus in transport from the 
Lawrence campus to the Haverhill 
campus. The situation was resolved 
In an unrelated incident, a student 
slipped on a sidewalk. 

March 28 -'A wallet was found 
and returned to its owner. 

March 29 - A wallet was found 
and returned to its owner. 

April 1 - A domestic dispute 
transpired between two students in 
the C building. The situation was 
settled promptly. , 

April 6 - A bathroom on the sec- 
ond floor of the B building was 
reported as being messy. The bath- 
room was cleaned. 

April 8 - The NECC Bookstore 
was reportedly hit overnight by a 
vehicle that drove up over the side- 
walk. Minor damage to one of the 
walkways was recorded. No driver 
was held at fault for the incident, and 


no witnesses were available to report. 

April 19 - An individual not 
enrolled at Northern Essex was 
removed from campus after walking 
along the halls without shoes. 

April 22 - A pocket book was 
found and returned to its owner. 

April 25 - An individual not affil- 
iated with Northern Essex fell off of 
a ladder while washing the windows 
of the A building. The individual was 
treated and released. 


Lawrence 45 Franklin St. cam- 
pus, Feb. 11 to present. 


Feb. 11 - A student slipped and 
fell on wet stairs at the main entrance 
to the building. The student was 
treated and released. 

Feb. 15 - An alarm went off on 
the second floor. No reason for the 
alarm was found. 

March 11 - An alarm went off 
overnght. ADT arrived to check the 


building. No reason for the alarm 


was found. : f 
March 15 - An.alarm went off. 
No reasonn for the alarm was found. 
March 16 - An alarm went off 
when a cleaning person cut through a 
classroom without knowing of the 
alarm. : 

March 21 - A student reported a 
vehicle break-in on Valley Street. 
The car’s passenger window was 
smashed and contents from the car 
were stolen. 

March 25 - A student reported a 
vehicle break-in on Franklin Street. 
An undisclosed window was 
smashed and contents from the car 
were stolen. 

April 2 - Skateboarders came to 
the Franklin Street campus overnight 
and rearranged furniture for skating 
purposes. It is reported that signs 
were also knocked over and vandal- 
ized in similar fashions. No action 
taken against the skateboarders were 
noted in the log. 
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Learning programs 
for adults schedule 


The Life Long Learning 
programs aimed for the adult 
community has many new lec- 
tures coming up and continuing 
right through May. All lectures 
are Thursdays beginning at 2 
p-m. in the Bently Library 
Conference Area with a $1 
admission fee. 

April 28: Haverhill’s 
Unexpected History with 
Joanne Sullivan of the 
Haverhill Hisorical Society 

May 5: Vietnam and Korea 
- A Contrast in History with 
Curtis Healey hosting a slide 
show 

May 12: Famous Persons 
We have Known, author 
Richard Robbins 

May 19: And Now...Mark 
Twain!, a one-person play 

Also available to the public 
and free of charge are discus- 
sion groups. 

First Tuesday Genealogy: 
Meets monthly every first 
Tuesday from 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
in Building A in the Pailes 
Room. 

LLL Book Society: Will 
meet Wednesday June 1 and 
July 6 at 1:30 - 3 p.m. in the 
Pailes Room in the A-Building. 

For more information call 
Charlene Boucher at 978-556- 
3825. 


Enjoy a day of 
worship with Jesus 


The Island Pond Baptist 
Church Choir presents “Jesus the 
One and Only.” The event will 
be held Sunday, May 1 at 4 p.m. 
and at 6 p.m. The worship ebent 
is based on the Bible study by 
Beth Moore and arranged by 
Travis Cottrell. 

For more information log on 
to www.islandpondbc.org 


An important 
announcement from 
the Sports & Fitness 
Center 


The Sports and Fitness 
Center is making the 
announcement that all lockers 
must be emptied by the week 
of May 2 - May 6. 

Everyone is encouraged to 
clean out their lockers, other- 
wise anything left behind will 
be thrown away after May 6. 

Lockers will become avail- 
able for the summer sessions. 
For any questions or more 
information contact Maria 
Hom at 978-556-3643 or see 
her in her office in room D- 
106. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu_ Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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Faculty protest for contract 


Continued from Page 1 


“To get the attention of the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts ... why are 
teachers being denied a contractual 
increase?” asked Arthur Barlas, an 
NECC history professor. 

“We need to call public atten- 
tion to Governor Romney’s behay- 
ior,” said Sandra DeVillis, an 
NECC behavioral science profes- 
sor. 

“Just raise awareness. The 
business community doesn’t like 
controversy. If they see the faculty 
at NECC are unhappy; maybe they 
will have some influence on the 
Governor,” said Susan Sanders, an 
NECC English professor. 

Following the protest, a tele- 
phone inquiry seeking the business 
community’s reaction to the faculty 
demonstration was posed to Joseph 
J. Bevilacqua, president and CEO 
of the chamber, who stood as a 
greeter under the facility’s barrel- 
vaulted entrance the night of the 
event. Bevilacqua said it would be 
inappropriate for him to comment 
on the matter. 

Felix Browne, deputy press 
secretary for Romney, was also in 
attendance. By telephone the fol- 
lowing day, Browne said the 
Governor was aware of the protes- 
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The man faculty are 


protesting, Gov. Mitt 
Romney. 
tors. When asked to respond to 


Romney’s continued refusal to fund 
the faculty contract, the protestors’ 
reason for action, Browne said he 
understood the initial veto by 
Romney. 

“Signing the bill ... would 
directly circumvent his authority 
under collective bargaining rules ... 
until contracts are final they cannot 
be funded ... [the contract] never 
received Jane Swift’s signature,” 
said Browne. 
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Even the children are angered. A daughter supports 
her mother, an NECC faculty member. 


In response to Browne’s expla- 
nation, Joseph LeBlanc, vice presi- 
dent of the Massachusetts 
Community College Council, the 
faculty statewide union said, “no 
doubt- technically that is correct.” 

The initial contract remained 
unsigned when former Governor 
Jane Swift left office in Jan. 2003. 
Since that time, LeBlanc has per- 
sonally expended hundreds of 
hours and two years fighting for 
contract funding, he wrote in a let- 
ter to his union. 

During the protest LeBlanc 
revealed the contract would be 
resubmitted shortly. 

“The Board of Higher 
Education is resubmitting the con- 
tract ... we’re giving him [Romney] 
a second chance,” said LeBlanc. 

Peter Flynn, president of NECC 
Professional Association, 
explained why he is hopeful a 
resubmission might be successful 
in spite of multiple Romney vetoes. 

“Tocco [Stephan Tocco, 
Chairman of BHE] is championing 
this time. I think he’s embarrassed 
because he made representations 
that everything was going to be 
cool,” said Flynn in his NECC 
office. 

Secondly, Flynn explained, 
when State Legislators’ voted in 
March and successfully overrode 
Romney’s veto of pay raises for 
employees in the other state higher 
education facilities, many assumed 
funding for community college fac- 
ulty and professional staff were 
included in the Legislative over- 
ride. 

“They didn’t read the override 
or realize Dimasi [Salvatore 
Dimasi, Speaker of the House] had 
pulled it out,” said Flynn. 

“We think we have our ducks in 
arow. The Governor can still veto 
it. But it can be overridden by the 
Legislature. I suspect the Governor 
will veto it. I could be wrong. 
That’s my gut feeling. It makes 
you crazy. It really does,” said 
Flynn. 

Stuart remains cautiously opti- 
mistic about the resubmitted con- 
tract. She explains, “Perhaps the 
Governor will be softened by all 


the postcards he’s been receiving,” 
she said sitting at her. desk in the 
Bentley Library. 

At the protest, Stuart holds a 
poster that reads, “Keep your 
word.” She says the black academ- 
ic robe she wears is a reminder of 
the respect academics deserve. It is 
clear she is willing to remind the 
Governor of that fact but would be 
happier elsewhere. 

“We would much rather put our 
energy in more productive things ... 
it’s not really what we like doing, 
picketing, leafleting ... it’s not why 
we went into higher education,” 
said Stuart the following day. 
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History Professor Arthur 
Barlas protests in his 
robe. 


Car break-ins affect students 


Students forced to 
park on the street 


become victimized 


By NATHAN MYERS 
Contributing Reporter 


The size of the parking lot at the 
Lawrence campus has put students 
without room to park in danger of 
having their cars broken into. In the 
month of March, three students' cars 
were broken into, two of them with- 
in three days of each other. 

Students not able to park in the 
parking lot are forced to park on 
Common Sreet, Valley Street and 
Franklin Street. Without the protec- 
tion of the Northern Essex parking 
lot and the watch of Eagle Security, 


students' cars have been vandalized 
and broken into while the students 
are in class. 

Carrie Kropiwnicki, one of the 
students who had her car broken 
into, gets to school 15 minutes early 
every night she has class to try to 
get a space. When she gets there, 
however, there is already a line of 
cars doing the same thing she is. 

“T try to get there early for my 
6:30 [p.m.] class, but it doesn't make 
a difference,” Kropiwnicki said. 

The security guard at the front 
of the parking lot won't let people in 
because they know there is no park- 
ing. Instead, they let one car in 
when one car leaves, creating a huge 
line of cars trying to get into the lot. 

“If you wait in that stupid line, 
you'll be late for class. Most people 


just end up parking on the street.” 
Kropiwnicki's break-in occurred 
March 2 at 8:30 p.m. She didn't 
bother reporting it to Eagle Security 
because the car was not on Northern 
Essex property. Instead, she decid- 
ed to go straight to the police. Two 
other break-ins that occurred in 
March were reported to Eagle 
Security. One break-in occurred at 
2 p.m. March 21, where a student's 
car parked on Valley Street had its 
side window smashed and a mini- 
radio was taken from the front seat. 
The other break-in occurred at 6 
p.m. March 23. In that incident, a 
student's car parked on Franklin 
Street also had it's window smashed 
and a cell phone taken from the 
front seat. Kropiwnicki had her rear 
window smashed and a CD player, a 


number of CDs and an equalizer 
stolen. 

The city of Lawrence has had 
one of the worst car-theft and break- 
in rates in the nation for years until 
2004 when the city cracked down on 
auto-insurance fraud. Reports of 
breaking and entering in Lawrence 
have fallen below 1,000 reports in 
2004 for the first time in years; 
however, they still have one of the 
worst rates in the state of 
Massachusetts. 

The area around the Lawrence 
campus does not offer very much 
space to enlarge the parking lot or to 
add another parking lot. With the 
amount of students who attend class 
at the campus, many students feel 
something needs to be done in order 
to ensure the safety of student's cars. 
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Midwest still getting 
obliterated by snow; 
thousands without power 


COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP)—A 
rare late spring snowstorm 
dumped up to a foot of snow on 
parts of the Midwest Sunday, 
knocking out power to thousands 
of customers and postponing a 
Major League Baseball game for 
the second day in a row. 

Slippery pavement caused 
spinouts but no injuries were 
reported, officials said. 

The two-day storm brought 
temperatures 25 degrees below 
the normal of around 60 as snow 
fell across parts of Michigan, 
Indiana, Ohio, western 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 

“My wife is livid because this 
was a long winter. ... Even people 
who normally don't complain 
about it are at the end of their 
wits," said Frank Hanley, who said 
he had a foot of heavy, wet snow 
on his deck in the northeastern 
Ohio town of Chardon. 

Total accumulations of up to 
18 inches were possible in parts of 
eastern Michigan, while Detroit's 
northern suburbs were expected to 
receive 5 to 11 inches, meteorolo- 
gists said. In Ohio, suburbs east of 
Cleveland were to get about 8 
inches. 


April 27, 2005 


Students lobby legislature 


Student Lobby Day 
held at State House 
Jor Higher Ed. support 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


Students are starting to take action 
towards getting more state support for 
their public colleges. One event they 
have planned is Student Lobby Day, 
Thursady, April 28, a day designated to 
lobby in the State House in Boston to 
try to influence the legislature and their 
decision to support public higher edu- 
cation. 

“Tt’s an interesting and cool thing 
for students. The more people that are 
there the more attention we’ll get from 
the Senate and the House,” said Elaine 
Almquist, the vice president of the 
Contemporary Affairs Club and. stu- 
dent. “We want to get the attention of 
the legislature; the senators and the reps 
who write the budget.” 

A main concer for many students 
and faculty as well is the lack of fund- 
ing public colleges are receiving. 
Shawn Robinson, the president of the 
Associated Students of Massachusetts, 
ASM, the organization in charge of the 
event, is very much in favor of the 
Higher Education Taskforce Plan that 
would increase the funding for all 
Mass. public colleges. 

“The Higher Ed. Taskforce Plan 
will be highlighted...” said Robinson. 
“After this event we hope to have 
informed more students on the impor- 
tance or prioritizing [higher] public 
education and to be supportive of the 
Senate Taskforce’s report which would 
substantially increase higher education 


funding.” 

Almquist feels very strongly for 
this issue as well. 

“Our school’s are not being funded. 
Work-to-rule has taken away opportu- 
nities for students to learn and succeed. 
Academic departments are lacking 
money. State money should go toward 
the state funded schools. 80 percent of 
those who graduate from state colleges 
stay in the state. 20 percent of students 
in private colleges stay in 
Massachusetts. Tax money is funding 
private colleges not public colleges.” 

Almquist is a student that will be 
attending Student Lobby Day in sup- 
port for NECC and other Mass. public 
colleges. 

“T have a year’s experience on how 
to lobby and working as a student sen- 
ator I know a lot of senators and reps.” 

Almquist admits that she is very 
comfortable in these settings and she 
encourages other students to go to the 
State House with her. 

According to Robinson, the day’s 

events will include an opening with the 
national anthem, a speech from 
Robinson “on behalf of ASM, a senator 
will speak, a couple of college presi- 
dents, more senators, some students 
[and] a faculty member will say a few 
words.” : 
Signs will be available reading 
“Tnvest in Our Future,” the name of the 
Taskforce’s report, and T-shirts reading. 
“Invest in Our Future, Public Higher 
Education,” to further support and 
emphasize the importance and need for 
the Taskforce’s report to pass through 
legislation. 

ASM has many goals to better 
improve the state’s public colleges and 
hopes to enlist more students to create a 
more powerful campaign run organiza- 
tion. 


“Before the lobby day and after 
lobby day, ASM’s goal is to engage stu- 
dents in the process of advocating for 
the right and quality of public higher 
education. The central theme [is] to 
always be the quality, affordability and 
accessibility to public higher education. 
Our goal is to be the representatives for 
students across the Commonwealth 
regarding higher education issues...” 
Robinson explained. 

ASM has been working diligently 
at strategizing and achieving their cam- 
paign goals over the semester to 
increase higher education appropria- 
tions. These tasks include mailing over 
2000 “MA Students Vote” postcards to 
the legislators during the past six 
months, as well as over 40 college orga- 
nizations, boards, deans and presidents, 
who represent over 200,000 students, 
and multitudes of faculty and staff have 
signed an ASM Coalition letter sup- 
porting the ten percent in higher educa- 
tion spending. 

The group also sending out higher 
education packets to members of the 
Ways and Means Committee during the 
week they were making their budget 
decisions. These are just a few items on 
the agenda ASM has already completed 
as well as participating in a press con- 
ference with Senator Ted Kennedy in 
Washington, D.C. to inform the people 
of a plan to increase Pell Grants by $12 
billion over the next ten years. 

For lobby day at the State House, 
ASM is anticipating between 100-200 


students to be present. 

To participate in this event contact 
Elaine Almquist at 
Elaine.almquist@gmail.com. She 


plans to meet in front of the C-building 
Thursday morning at 7:45 a.m. Lobby 


Day at the State House begins at 10 


a.m. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Pope John Paul's 
presence still felt keenly 


VATICAN CITY (AP)— 
Pope Benedict XVI won rousing 
applause when he borrowed some 
of his predecessor's most popular 
sound bites. Pilgrims snapped up 
postcards with the late pontiff's 
image. Polish flags appeared to 
outnumber German banners in 
packed St. Peter's Square. 

Some in the crowd of 350,000 
on Sunday were torn between joy 
at welcoming their new pope and 
sadness that Pope John Paul II, 
the man who guided them in their 
faith for 26 years, had finished his 
earthly journey. 

“There's pain on one side and 
joy on the other," said Grazyna 
Klimowicz, who led a pilgrimage 
of fellow Poles to pay tribute to 
John Paul in the grottoes under St. 
Peter's Basilica and to cheer on 
Benedict at Sunday's Mass. 

His German successor 
Benedict has repeatedly signaled 
that he also cherishes John Paul, 
having served at his side as 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the | 
Vatican's theological watchdog, 
for most that papacy. 

When he led John Paul's’ 
funeral on April 3, Ratzinger 


_assured mourners thai : 
‘pope was benevol 
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> Free trai ing in more than 180 specialized Vocations; including 
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Fe atures 


Programs feature career nights 


NECC to hold two 
career nights starting 
first week of May 


By Tim McCALL 
Features Editor 


The spring 
semester is just 
about _ over. 
Soon it will be 
time for the 
summer job 
search, or for 
graduates 
career search to 
begin. Luckily 
for those who 
have to go ieee with the job 
search, NECC is here to help. 

Last Monday, April 25, NECC 
began holding many career related 
events in the evening. On the 25th, 
around 20 entrepreneurs came to 
NECC to present their businesses in 
the library conference area on the 
Haverhill campus. 

The businesses ranged from Pets 
Gone Healthy, a gift shop for pets that 
specialize in making healthy foods 
and bakery items, to Interpretive 
Media, a web design company. All 
businesses are former NECC students 
who took part in NECC's 


A life without sound no lon 


walked ye Beach nee God for vin 


NECC Alumna regains 
her hearing after ten 
years of silence 


By NATE THOMAS 
Contributing Reporter 


I remember the day I met Judy 
McBride vividly. I came to the first 
day of class tired, and slightly late to a 
lecture on being mindful of not dis- 
tracting other students. Meanwhile, 
as the lecture unfolded, there was a 
note-taker pecking loudly on a laptop 
in the front of the class. I raised my 
hand to air my complaint. 

The realization that this note-taker 
was really a transcriber came immedi- 
ately. Because of where I was sitting, 
I couldn't see the linking cable from 
the transcriber's laptop to one in front 
of an older woman in the class. This 
typist was accommodating a deaf stu- 
dent! And she had also transcribed 
my complaint. 

I wrote a note of apology, telling 
my new acquaintance that it was a big 
misunderstanding. McBride was 
quick to tell me not to worry about it. 
But now what? Since I had opened 
the lines of communication I kept 
writing to her. I was fascinated by her 

* positive attitude and shining sense of 
humor. But little did I realize that I 
had stumbled across a struggle of 
strength and faith. 

McBride showed continual vigor 
in the face of adversity, living through 
a divorce, being a single mother, los- 
ing her own mother suddenly and liv- 
ing for nearly a decade in a silent 
world. You see Judy wasn't born deaf. 
How it happened was a tough topic to 
bring up, but she was nice enough to 
fill me in. 

“15 years ago I had an episode of 
severe vertigo and fluctuating hearing 
loss. I went to Lahey Clinic in 


Entrepreneurial Training Program, 
ETP, who were taught by Paul 
Jermain. He is not a full-time faculty 
member, when he is not teaching the 
program, he is a buisness consultant 
for buisnesses all over the area. 

All businesses are relatively new, 
but that doesn't mean one should pass 
them by. 

“ETP has had 100 graduates in 
the past several years, from all over 
New England,, 50 percent of them are 
from the Merrimak Valley.” said 
Diane Zold-Isenberg. All of them 
researched their markets and their 
products thoroughly and have every 
intention to succeed in the business 
world. Only five buisnsesses are not 
currently operating., but they will be 
soon 


_ Engineering, 


The first career night is May 3 on the 
Haverhill campus from 6-8 p.m. The 
purpose of the event is for students 
who would like to receive help or 
feedback with their networking skills. 
At these events, attendees will learn 
how NECC can help them get 
through their education to start their 
career with the following areas of 
study, Computers, Technology and 
Business 
Management,Business Management: 
Hospitality Option, Early Childhood 
Education, Graphic Design, General 
Studies: Multi-Media Option and 
Liberal Arts: Creative Arts Option. 
The third and final option for 
those going into the job search is a 
second career night. This career night 
will be held May 9 from 6-8 p.m. on 
the Lawrence campus. This career 


ETP has had 100 graduates in the past 
several years. 50 percent of them from 
the Merrimack Valley. 


- Diane Zold-Isenberg 


Another option for those going in 
the job search is attending one of the 
career nights next month at NECC. 


Burlington where several different 
doctors performed tests to rule out 
Multiple Sclerosis or a brain tumor. 
These symptoms abated with medica- 
tions, and finally disappeared after 
three months,” said Judy via our cor- 
respondence. 

But this treatment resmiiede. in 
damage to the balance-center in her 
ears. She was forced to become 
“accustomed to living under this 
cloud.” The impairment manifested 
itself in poor balance, with occasional 
staggering and falls. 

In Dec. 1995 McBride: -was 
exposed to bronchial pneumonia. Her 
young primary care physician put her 
on Erythromycin to prevent infection. 
Ten days later she lost 90 percent of 
the hearing in her right ear due to oto- 


toxicity - a rare condition where the - 


nerves of the inner ear are poisoned by 
large amounts of certain medications. 
The: left ear was damaged, but 
retained some ability. The doctors 
ordered a hearing aid. , 

“Although I'm sure hearing aids 
work well for some people, my expe- 
rience with them has been totally neg- 
ative. They distort speech, amplify 
noise and, since my severe hearing 
loss required it to be turned to the 
highest setting, the feedback it pro- 
duced annoyed everyone around me. 
I, of course, couldn't hear it. I felt 
more comfortable without it.” 

Two years later another antibiotic, 
Zithromycin, knocked the residual 
hearing in her left ear out, making her 
totally deaf. 

“T have found that doctors don't 
really understand the range of side- 
effects that medications produce, and 
don't freely acknowledge their associ- 
ation with the drug companies.” 

Acting under her lawyer's advice, 
McBride did not pursue legal action. 
He told her there are too many causes 
of deafness to pin a case down fo one. 
Another consideration making: the 


case difficult to prove it was the med-_ 


night will have more areas of study in 
concentration. The areas of study 
being covered at this career night 


ication was because she sang in a 
band at one‘point. They were forced 
to drop the matter. There would be no 
civil justice for McBride. 

Music was the one thing McBride 
missed most. It was a big part of her 
life. She found it both stimulating and 
relaxing. When it was taken away she 


felt empty inside. The last music she _ 


remembers hearing is one of her 
granddaughters singing along to 
Britney Spears' “Hit me baby one 
more time.” 

Things with Judy's family started 
to get rocky after she became totally 
deaf. She felt isolated and left out, 
especially regarding the lives of her 
two sons: Chris, 33, and Michael,34. 
Family members talked around her at 
family functions. Nobody took the 
time to write things down. Her sons, 
who were busy with families of their 
own, had expressed indifference to the 
situation. At one point, her youngest 
son, Chris, told her in E-mail “Tt's just 
your hearing, get over it.” Those last 
three words seared themselves onto 
McBride's soul. and broke her heart - 
but it also resolved her to prove that 
she could live a somewhat normal life, 
even without her hearing. 

“When you go through some- 
thing like this you learn who really 
loves you. I was able to accept myself 
as a deaf person, but some of my 
friends and family could not. -I felt 
like a small child who is ignored, or a 
dog told to go away. I felt out of touch 
with their world. Being introverted 
was so much easier than dealing with 
the frustration of trying to converse.” 

McBride rarely got phone calls 
anymore; people would not take the 
time to converse with her through a 
teletype (TTY) operator. People often 
mistake the operator for a telemar- 
keter and hang up. The first year-and- 
a-half was a very bleak and depress- 
ing time for Judy. She remained intro- 
verted and depressed. 


This PEE Thanksgiving cies 


Flyer for Entrepeneurial Program 


include, Business Management: 
Healthcare Practice Option, 
Computer Technology and 
Engineering, Criminal Justice, 


Liberal Arts: Creative Arts Option, 
Nursing & Practical Nursing, 
Radiologic Technology, Respiratory 
Care, Dental Assistant, Medical 
Assistant, Medical Billing, Medical 


Terminology and _ Transcribing, 
~ Medical Coding and 
Polysomnography. 


sign. She was contemplating getting 
cochlear implants - a somewhat risky 
surgery that bypasses the damaged 
nerves in the ear. A magnet is implant- 
ed under the skull and a wire into the 
inner ear. Judy wasn't sure if the pro- 
cedure was right for her. Her 
boyfriend was afraid she would die on 
the operating table. The surgery 
comes with potential drawbacks. It 
increases the likelihood of infections, 
meningitis, injury to facial nerves, 
vertigo/dizzy spells, tinnitus (a con- 
stant ringing in the ear) and other very 
serious health risks. In addition, there 
is no guarantee that the implant will 
work. And if it didn't, she would have 
to go under the knife again to remove 
it. 


As McBride walked the length of © 


the beach she didn't see her sign. But 
she was in no hurry to get back inside 
to her invisible place at the table. She 
kept going past her usual route. She 
passed the beach house where her 
family was, feeling slightly disheart- 
ened. She came around the bend and 
had given up. But just at that moment 
she saw her sign! (A heart-shaped 
white rock and a piece of sea glass.) 
“Up until that point I wasn't ready 
to give the go-ahead. I was finally 
comfortable in my quiet world. I had 
my computer, instant messages and E- 
mail, as well as TDD phone and 
closed captioning on my TV. I had 
finally accepted that my life was 


changed forever. Did I really want 


more now? I decided that I had noth- 
ing to lose and the whole world to 


“a 


The evaluation process was 
straightforward. Judy met with vari- 


ous specialists at Mass Eye & Ear 


Infirmary. They ordered a CAT scan. 
She also spoke with a scientist from 
Harvard who explained how the 
device works. She had low expecta- 
tions throughout the process, but the 


CAT scan. hae some good news; both 


Neither career night is sponsored 
by in NECC's ETP, but they will be in 
attendance as well as a participant. 
The career nights are sponsored by 
the college itself and will provide the 
professionals from campus such as 
Career Development, Admissions, 
and Financial Aid offices at the col- 
lege, to help guide attendees in mak- 
ing the right decisions for their 
futures. 


cochleas were jerace "She was a good 
candidate for surgery. 

A cochlear implant works ‘with an 
internal magnet implanted into the 
skull in correspondence with external 
processors. There are two main exter- 
nal devices: the BTE (Behind the Ear) 
unit, which resembles a hearing aid 
and is held in place by the magnet. 
The second part, a Body Wom 
Processor, is slightly bigger than a cell 
phone and can be clipped to the shirt 
or belt. These two parts transmit 
sound past the damaged parts of the 


. Car. 


Before the surgery McBride noted 
in her journal: “I hope it works as 
well as they say it will. I have lived in 
silence long enough. I am ready to be : 
connected to the world again.” 

Jan. 19, 2005, the surgery pro- — 


ceeded as scheduled, but it would still 


be months before they could rm, 
device on. 


When the processors were frou A 


tured on Mar. 2, the first thing she 


heard was the doctor asking, “Can you 


hear me?” - and indeed she could! 


Things didn't sound quite normal, but 


the fact she heard anything was a step 


up. Her boyfriend of 13 years began 


‘to cry. She could understand speech 


again! 
I went to lunch with McBride five 
days later. She greeted me with a 


smile and a hug. She laughed when 
she could hear the daily specials. She 
was grinning ear-to-ear the while we 
spoke and enthusiastic that I was 
interested in her life. McBride didn't 
hold anything back; she answered per- 
sonal questions very casually and 
made light of her experience. 

“It kind of looked like 
Frankenstein when they showed me,” 
she said with a laugh referring to her 
13 staples on her scalp. 

McBride has big post-op plans. 
She wants to regain her sons, and not 
feel isolated or invisible any more. 
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Haverhill Public 
Library will host 
~ NECC art exhibit 


_ By KELLY FITZGERALD 
_ Arts & Entertainment Editor 


_ A couple 
of NECC 


artists are tak- 
ing over the 
4 Haverhill 


Five soon- 
to-be gradu- 
ates of the 
- NECC Visual 

Arts program will exhibit their 
most recent works at the Haverhill 
Public Library, 99 Main St, 
Haverhill, from May 7 through 
May 31. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


The public is invited to 
meet the artists at an open- 
ing reception Saturday 
May 7 from 2-4 p.m. 
Hannah Bemelmans, 
Rosalie Giacalone, Paulina 
Engel, Kira Skipper, and 
Steven Uliano will be the 
students taking part in the 
exhibit. 

The Visual Arts degree 
program option in General 
Studies at NECC is 
designed to equip students 
with the skills necessary to 
transfer to four-year col- 
leges and art schools or the 
ability to pursue a career in 
fine arts. The program sup- 
plies students with a strong 
foundation in the visual arts 
with emphasis on drawing 
and painting, with some exposure 
to art history. 

Hannah Bemelmans is a 


Haverhill resident and graduate of 
Haverhill High. This fall she hopes 
to transfer to Massachusetts col- 
lege of art, where she will study 


photography. Her 
goal is to learn all 
she can about pho- 
tographic process- 
es and techniques, 
and then apply that 
knowledge into 
making art. 

Re osstacilicine 
Giacalone, a resi- 
dent of North 
Andover and 
native of the 
Bronx, will attend 
Massachusetts 
College of Art in 
Beverly this fall 
where she plans to 
major in Fine Arts. 

Paulina Engel 
a native of Chile, 
who now resides 
in Amesbury, is attending 
Montserrat College of Art this fall 
where she will be pursue a 


‘Graduates in visual arts from 
NECC display their latest works 


Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 
painting. 

Engel is married with three 
children, and is also a nursing 
home volunteer and substitute 
teacher in the Amesbury school 
system. One day she hopes to com- 
plete a Master’s degree in art ther- 
apy. 

Kira Skipper, a native of 
Malden and graduate of Malden 
High is a Haverhill resident. She 
will attend Massachusetts College 
of Art in Boston this fall where she 
will pursue a degree in photogra- 
phy while exploring new mediums. 

Steven Uliano is a Methuen 
resident and graduate of Methuen 
High. He plans to shift his artistic 
focus from painting to illustration 
with a graphic novel in the works. 

The library hours are Monday, - 
Tuesday and Thursday from 10a.m. 
to 9 p.m., and Wednesday, Friday, 
and Saturday from 10 a.m.to 5p.m. 


preview of the visual art exhibit 


The artists 


Top with article: “Still Life, 
Gourds #3” by Rosalie 


Giacalone 


Center: “Other Side Hung,” 
by Steven Uliano 


Bottom Row (L to R) 


“Untitled” by Hannah 
Bemelmans 


“Untitled” by Kira Skipper 


“Release of the Spirit” by 
Paulina Engel 
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Music students aspire to inspire 


By ANDREW WAHL 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s only suiting that the relief 
from the wretched winter weather 
will be celebrated, in spirit, with the 
annual Spring Concert, featuring 
NECC’s very own Performance 
Ensemble Friday, May 6 and 
Saturday, May 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Haverhill NECC Bentley Library 
Conference Center. It is sponsored 
and coordinated by the campus 
Music Club. Admission is $5 a per- 
son and $25 for entire families. 

The two-set concert, directed by 
Michael G. Finegold, a Performing 
Arts professor at NECC, will consist 
of 11 original music pieces per- 
formed by students of the 
Performance Ensemble. 

According to Finegold’s press 
release, the concert will cover a 
broad range in genre and sound, as 
the Performance Ensemble plans to 
feature classic rock, metal, pop, 
Latin and other original music. 

Some of the selected pieces 
include: “Back In Black” by AC/DC, 
“Scarlet Begonias” by Sublime, 
“Oye Como Va.”, as played by 
Santana, “My Man’s Gone Now”, 
from Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, 
two originals by student Craig Peura: 
“Cross-Eyed Situation”’amd “Time 
To Leave”, and a medley of songs 
from the Great American Songbook. 

The pressure is on as show time 
grows near, and the students 
involved with the concert are getting 


Press Release photo 


The NECC Performance Ensemble 
Standing (L to R) Heather Postile, Elin Frank-Anderson, Chris Corbett, Doug 
Berube, Mark Fallavollita, Craig Peura, Rebecca Russo, and Stefan Tsiplakis. 
Middle row seated (L to R) Danielle Taylor, Patrick Kelly, and Edder Mora. 
Front row seated ( L to R) Jenney Richards, Jeffrey O’Brien, and Aileen Keily. 


excited. “We’re in concert gear,” said 
Finegold. “ Right now, we’re just 
tightening up the pieces. Some are 


great .. . others need work,” he said. 
Commenting further on the pre- 
sent status, and preparations under- 


way, President of The Music Club 
Courtney Smith said, “It’s crunch 
time. Basically, we’re just practicing 


a lot and fixing the fine details.” 

The Music Club is providing the 
funding, coordination, and refresh- 
ments for the concert, so Smith has 
her hands full, as she is also featured 
as a vocalist in at least one of the 
pieces. 

Finegold has faith in all his stu- 
dents and their individual talent as 
musicians. He is not worried about 
any lingering problems. Finegold 
knows, from past experience, that it 
is in the 11th hour that students 
resolve issues the best. _ 

“The adreniline and focus 
increases,” he said. “Every one of the 
students playing in the concert is a 
capable musician. The students 
always come through in the end,” 
Finegold said, laid-back and relaxed; 
typical of his signature demeanor. 

Second semester Performance 
Ensemble student Mark Fallavollita, 
is excited for the show. 

“We've been preparing all 
semester (that’s basically what the 
Performance Ensemble class is for).” 
said Fallavollita, who will be playing 
drums and percussion in three of the 
pieces. 

He shares the shame sentiment of 
last minute preparation with 
Finegold and Smith, in the sense that 
all there is left to do is, “tightening 
up the songs and making them flaw- 
less.” And like all the students 
involved with the Spring Concert, all 
Fallavollita wants to do is play, “I’m 
excited!. . . I’m excited to rock every 
ones socks off!” 


Still Point XXXI hits the stage 


NECC Dance 
students put on their 
Spring performance 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The Stillpoint dancers have put 
together another show for NECC’s 
annual dance performance. 

Stillpoint XXXI hit the stage last 
weekend but will have two shows 
this weekend Friday April 29 and 
Saturday April 30. 

The shows will start at 8 p.m. in 
the Northern Essex Sport and Fitness 
Center on the Haverhill Campus. 

The show will be getting a little 
help from the college’s theater and 
music department. NECC music 
professor Michael Finegold and a 
few NECC theater students will have 
parts in some of the performances. 

This exciting program will fea- 
ture dance styles from ballet to jazz 
to modern and the music will include 
a classical piece composed by 
Pachabel, jazz from Benny 
Goodman, and Broadway tunes from 
“The Lion King.” 

Pamela Wise of the dance faculty 
choreographed the highlight of the 
show a ballet style dance called, 
“Secrets from the Heart,” with music 
of the same name by William 
Thomas McKinley. The dancers will 
be accompanied by Michael 
Finegold, professor of music at 


NECC Still Point Dancers: 


~ Press Release photo 


(Left to right) Tricia Spampinato, Jessica Mendoza, Colleen McCabe, Marina Hoff 
(front) Aimee Jackson, Jennifer Short, Julia King, Jeanne Martin, and Hillary Dodwell. 


NECC, and flute and pianist David 
Pihl. The dance will explore 13 dif- 
ferent emotions including flirtatious- 
ness, pensiveness, loneliness, inno- 
cence, wildness, wistfulness and 
more. 


Wise has also resurrected a piece 
that she choreographed 20 years ago 
and reworked especially for two of 
her student dancers. This piece enti- 
tled “Relations” is set to instrumental 
music by a South American band 


called Edius. 

NECC student Maria “Quity” 
Morgan has also choreographed a 
piece that will- accompany a sonnet 
written by William Shakespeare. 
Theater students from NECC will 


read the sonnet as the piece is per- 
formed. 

At the Friday, April 29 perfor- 
mance, in addition to the regular pro- 
gram, the Stillpoint Alumni Dance 
Company, comprised of former 
NECC dance students between the 
ages of 19-67, will perform a select 
piece of modern jazz to the Benny 
Goodman classic, “Sing, Sing, 
Sing.” The piece was choreographed 


by the founder of the Stillpoint 


dancers and professor of creative arts 
at NECC, Elaine Mawhinney, 20 
years ago. 

Admission to the shows is $8 for 
general admission and $5 for stu- 
dents and senior citizens. Tickets will 
be available at the door. 

The Stillpoint Dancers include: 
Jeanne Martin of Kingston, N.H.; 
Kathryn Hale of Salem, MA; Olivia 
Hansen of Lowell; Aimee Jackson of 
Haverhill; Julia King of Lowell; 
Courtney Watts of Wakefield; Tricia 
Spampinato of Methuen; Colleen 
McCabe of Lowell; Matthew 
Shennett of Salem, MA; Marina Hoff 
of Andover; Hillary Dodwell of 
Newburyport; Jessica K. Mendoza of 
Lawrence; Somali Mukerjee, Salem, 
N.H.; and Jennifer Short of 
Newburyport. 

Another semester is almost over 
at NECC, but there is still plenty of 
time to support the performances put 
on by these hard working students. 
Take in a night of culture and don’t 
miss a chance to catch these amazing 
shows. 
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Of Montreal releases second album in two years, a 
electro pop opera called, ‘The Sunlandic Twins’ 


New album pays 
homage to dance 
songs of the 19705 


By Trim MCCALL 
Features Editor 


= 


Of Montreal 
takes a turn into yet 
another direction 
with their second 
release in two years. 

This time 
singer/songwriter/guitarist Kevin 
Barnes takes the band back to the 
1970’s with their new album “The 
Sunlandic Twins.” 

At times the album sounds like a 
dance album from the 1970’s, but 
also sounds like Sub Pop Records 
band The Shins. 

While paying homage to the 
dance songs of the 70’s, Barnes does 
it his own way with his unique song- 
writing. 

The album’s songwriting carries 
Barnes to the next level of his musi- 
cal career. The maturity was brought 
on with new purpose in life; he is 
now married and also a father. 

_ The instrumental work of “The 
Sunlandic Twins” is full of excess. 


A drum machine is often used, as 
well as many synthesizors which is 
what carries the 70’s dance theme. 
At times this excess instrumental is 
welcomed because of its overall pos- 


Another standout track is track 


the albums sleeves and liner notes. 
The artwork is actually done by 
Barnes brother David Barnes. 

Another reason why “The 
Sunlandic Twins” is an overall good 
worthy purchas, as well as the extra 
EP that comes with the album. If you 
purchase the CD, a bonus 4 song EP 
is included with it. If you purchase 
the LP, a bonus 5 song EP is includ- 
ed. 

David Barnes does the artwork 


ORG ell. oe 


At times the album sounds like a dance 
album from the 1970’s, but also like Sub 
Pop Records band, The Shins. 


itive out- 
come, but number ten “I was a landscape of 
at other your dream.” A mellow song, but not 
times it is quiet, just quieter compared to most 
“not need- of the other tracks. 
ed. What “The Sunlandic Twins is my 
makes this foray into 21st century A. We elec- 
album so _ tro cinematic avant-disco.. 
great is, The album plays out like an elec- 
the nega- tro pop opera, although no lorgnette 
tive times is required. Beginning buoyant and 
are few opalescent, traversing a labyrinthine 
and far ‘ 
between. 
One of 
the best 
songs on 
the album 
ii S 
“Requiem 
fe COnn et 
O.M.M.2” 
Teshiee 
track car- Neptune and climaxing in a blackout 
ries a very darkness one only discovers in warm 
poppy feel solitude. Oh yeah, and “you can 
to it, simi- dance to it,” said Barnes about “The 
lar to the Sunlandic Twins”. 
Courtnie Wolfgang photo later day Barnes is the main musician 
Beatles. 


Barnes crafts melodies around a 
piano and dance beats. Singing about 
the memory of someone special, not 
needing a photograph, because their 
image never left his mind. 


behind Of Montreal, he writes all the 
songs, crafts the theme the rest of the 
instrumentals might follow, and pro- 
duces the album as well. 

The only thing Barnes does not 
do himself is the artwork found on 


as well for the bonus EP in both for- 
mats. He even drew a sketch on side 
of the LP since the bonus EP with the 
LP is one sided. 

Of Montreal is currently on tour 
promoting their new release, but has 
already played in Massachusetts in 
the past few weeks. Do not worry 
though, they have plans to tour for 
most of this year and will return 
soon. 


NECC Arts and Entertainment Calendar 


What: Still Point Xx! 


What: NECC Performance 


What: NECC Chorus 


Where: Library Conference 
Center/ Haverhill Campus 
Admission: $5 general $25 


familes 


What: NECC Top Notch 
Players One Act Plays 


Steven Uliano photo 


NECC’s annual dance performance 
When: Friday April 29 

and Saturday April 30 at 8 p.m. 
Where: Sports and Fitness Center 
Haverhill Campus 

Admission: $8 general 

$5 Students and seniors 

(see article on page 12 

for more info) 


[he International Studies ; Office is sponorin 


3 group from Zelenegorski) TODAY! Wednesday April 27 in 


ibrary Conference Area A/B f from 12- 1 p.m. ll 


bs 


Ensemble Concert 

When: Friday May 6 and Saturday 
May 7 

at 7:30 p.m. 

Where: Library Conference Center 
Haverhill Campus 


Admission: $5 general $25 fami- 
ilies 


(See article on page 12 for more 


jinfo) 


When: Friday May 6 and 
Saturday May 7 at 8 p.m. 
Where: Top Notch Theater 
3rd floor of Spurk Building 


What: NECC Visual Arts Major 
Exhibit 

When: May 7- May 31 

Where: Haverhill Public Library 
Times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10 a.m.-9 
p.m.; Wed, Fri, Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
opening reception: Saturday May 7 
from 2-4 pm 

( See article on page 11 for more 


g a concert by Rusichi (a 
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BY BILLY O'KEEFE WH BILLY COM 


CHECK OUT MY RED SOX SHIRT, J Hi & Tee tt f AND LET ME GUESS, THAT'S MY FAULT, TOO, WELL 
(M4 HUGE RED SOX FAN. ‘ WHATEVER, WE RED SOX FANS DON'T CARE. 


THEY MOVED TO | 


WHERE'D YOU GET oe 
THAT# THAT LOOKS WASHINGTON, GOT 4 NEbI 
LIKE AN EXPOS SHIRT. Ri NAME AND EVERYTHING. 


2 Dudes By Aaron Warmer 
~ DUDE, BUT WHAT 


CHECK IT OUT, DUPE. 
TL HOOKED TRE SHOWER UP To AKES -  _WMEINE. 


DUDE, WAIT TILL 
1 SHOW YOU THE 


SO BEER COMES OUT OF IT! BATHING i 


You Are Here 


By Aaron Warner 


Everyone thought Bill Junior had a lot 
of great ideas, but actually he was 
just too cheap to buy a lampshade. 


ie Sel eces Semtiet 


“Okay, before we start, the first rule of 
Pillow Fight Club is ... never talk about 
Pillow Fight Ciub ...” 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Fellows 
6 Cheeky lip 

10, Collectors’ 
groupings 

14 Boundary 

15 Orange part 

16 Type of sch. 

17 Playwright Rice 

18 Length times 
width : 

19 “The King and |” 
heroine 

20 Excessively 
ornate 

22 Aquarium 
bubbles 

24 Moved swiftly 

26 Babbiers 

27 Circulars 

30 Love god 

32 Galena or 
mispickel 

33 Foundry form 

35 Significant 

40 Fencers’ foils 

42 Burned by the 
sun 

43 Site of ancient 
games 

44 CNN employee 

47 Sort of horse? 

48 Pol’s provider 

49 Ensnare 

51 ID's on jerseys 

52 Low stool 

56 Junk e-mail 

58 Signed up 

60 Deceptive acts 

64 Organic 
compound 

65 Simians 

67 Ms. Rogers St. 
Johns 

68 Victory 
goddess 

69 Legendary 
archer 

70 Noreasters 

71 Ranked player 

72 Long and 
slippery 

73 First name in 
cosmetics 


DOWN 
1 Pitch symbol 
2 Bunker or Nob- 
3 BB supply 


eerie | 


© 2005 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 


4 Marina Solutions 
structures 


5 Chevron 

6 Health resort 

7 Mystique 

8 Hypnotist’s 

command 

9 Small songbird 

10 Splashed and 
spotted 

11 Banks or Els 
12 Pavarotti’s voice 
13 Crosses 
21 Bruce or Laura 
23 Hammerin’ Hank 
25 Armoire parts 
27 The last word 
28 Nincompoop 
29 Passel 
31 Editor's marks 
34 Plundered 
36 Utopias 


a} Oo] |} 
}<[2]2]—|u) 
fe [ws }w{Z fo) 


ME 
ENEIE] 
OW) 
Is |} v 


fof fua]u | 


57 Phrygian king 

37 Fed. agent 50 Parking structure 59 Wooded valley 

38 Leander’s love 52 Adolescents 61 Ancient Briton 

39 Jabbers 53 Sharpshooter 62 “Twittering 

41 Wound marks Oakley Machine” painter 

45 Transparent 54 British fellow 63 Letter enc. 
material 55 Plains dwelling 66 Cunning 


ORT EEN OS 


AS TE SR RRR ls eg 
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Hot trends for the professional beach goer 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Style Editor 


With all the 
crazy weather 
we've been hay- 
ing it might be a 
safe guess to say 
that this summer 
is going to be a 
hot one, and for 
all you profes- 
sional beach goers out there here’s 
some hot tips that will have you 
looking scorchingly hot. 

First of all let’s take a look at the 
number one most essential item 
needed to get your beach on. The 
bathing suit. 

Now over the years bathing suits 
have evolved from an oversized, 
Lycra tank-top complete with frill 
skirt to something that shows as 
much skin as possible. Popular suits 
this ‘summer are the bikini of course, 
its cousin the tankini and certain one 
pieces. 

Bikinis: All bikinis are in, espe- 
cially the ones with a tube or halter 
top. Bikinis with frills and tassels 
can be cute if they don’t look too 
overwhelming, and be careful of 
large floral print, fluorescent bikinis 
because they take attention away 
from that cute body you have worked 
so hard on. 

Tankinis: Tankinis are bikinis 
with a top that resembles a full tank 
top as the name implies. These suits 
look cute with bikini shorts or regu- 
lar bikini bottoms. As far as prints 
go, these suits look best in one solid 
color or small print, however you can 
get away with some large prints, but 
it is advised that if wearing a large 
print tankini, complete it with a bot- 
tom that has a matching solid color. 


One piece suits: Ok, now pay 
close attention here, the only one 
piece bathing suits that are accept- 
able in today’s society are very low, 
emphasis on the very low, V-necked 
one piece suit with a low back or 
those one pieces that look like a biki- 
ni with the exception that there is a 
design placed around the midriff 
area. Now you may still be able to 
get away with a one piece with a low 
back but please use your discretion 
along with common sense, only buy 


Raised Flip-Flops 


these types of suits in solid colors or 
a very small print. We don’t want any 
type of floral explosion on the beach. 
This isn’t the 80’s! And under no 
circumstances are suits that resemble 
leotards to be worn. You are not in a 
Richard Simmons class. 

With that out of the way let’s 
move on to your beach accessories 
and no I’m not talking about a shov- 
el and beach ball. 

First off we’ll start with every 
girl’s best friend next to diamonds; 
shoes. Now many of us have shoes to 


Acceptable one-piece suit 


Instyleswimwear.com photos 
Tankini 


go with every outfit in our closet, so 
it obviously makes sense to say that 
just like your clothing, you need to 
accessorize your bathing suit with 


the proper, coordinated footwear that 
compliments. 

Now I’m not saying that you 
need to buy every color flip flop 
that’s in style, all you need are the 
basics: white flip flops for the 
bright, colorful suits, black flip flops 
for the darker suits, and an earthy 
color such as brown, beige or neutral 
for all those in between. Oh yeah, 


you should have a pastel colored one © 


just in case, and yes they have to be 
flip flops. Why you ask? Because 
flip flops are the official beach shoes, 


Stylish Beach Bags 


not sneakers or sandals; flip flops. 
The most popular flip flops for 
this summer are the ones with heels 
or raised soles. So please don’t go 
out buying the rubber ones that were 
made back in the 60’s or whenever. 
Also make sure you have a nice pedi- 
cure, no one likes seeing ugly toes. 
Our next accessory is the beach 
hat; you want to get a large brimmed 
straw hat (no not a Sombrero) that 
protects your face from the sun. 
There are many gorgeous,colorful 
hats as well as plain ones , and those 


scallop and floppy kats offer a nice 
touch. If you do decide to wear a col- 
orful hat, make sure that it compli- 
ments your suit. 

Beach bags. You want your bag 
to be big enough to accommod>*> 
your towel and other personal ites 
Straw bags are most popular but 
cloth bags can do the job also. When 
using a cloth bag, try and go foi 
something with not too big of a print. 
This can throw off your entire outfit. 
However, if you are the kind of per- 
son that likes making loud state- 
ments, and want to go with a large 
print bag, try a bag where there are a 
few or one solid color behind the 
print. Again you want to make sure 
that the bag somewhat coordinates 
with what you are wearing. 

On to the topic of jewelry. Hemp, 
Puka shells, beads, coral, and stone 
jewelry are most popular to wear to 
the beach, so please people, no blind- 
ing bling. Find a set that goes nicely 
with your suit and make sure your 
jewelry choice can be worn to the 
beach without getting ruined. If you 
don’t have any beaded jewelry, any- 
thing that looks earthly and natural 
goes, sO use your imagination. 

And last but not least; shades. 
Sunglasses are a beachgoers must 
have accessory. Big shades with 
thick frames look nice under those 
big floppy hats. Wrapped lenses are 
also very popular this season as well 
as square lenses. Try to get a pair that 
sits well on your face and the more 
tinted the lens, the better. 

Hopefully you are now all set to 
go to the beach in style, don’t forget 
your sun block. And for those real 
professional beachgoers you may 
want to start thinking about that grill 
and tent you saw in Wal-Mart the 
other day. 


Eliminating the figure factor 


BY JENNIFER LENA 
Contributing Reporter 


The dilem- 
ma at hand: find- 
ing the perfect 
outfit each sea- 
son that will 
actually look 
good on a nor- 
mal body instead 
of an 8 foot 95 Ib model. Well you've 
come to the right place. There's more 
than one way to stuff a turkey and 
plenty more ways to stuff a bathing 
suit. 

So we've all done it, sat in front 
of the mirror and cringed at our 
imperfections. That extra roll of skin, 
that horrible mole and those stretch 
marks. Don't drive yourself crazy is 
the first step on the road to recovery. 
The next is what we can do to build 
up your confidence to wear the sea- 
son's hottest colors, and yes even that 
dreaded bathing suit we all must 
face. 

Weather you're top heavy, bottom 
heavy, or all over heavy, the key goal 
is if you aren't confident about it, 
redirect it. For example I hate my 
legs and 90% of the year goes to cov- 
ering them in long pants. I do love 
my shoulders and back so I'll wear 
lots of tops that draw attention to my 
favorite area. 


O.K.%so I'll 
face the music 
some of you 
girls out there 
don’t have a 
favorite spot. 
You just feel that 
all around, larger 
women get stuck 
with the junky 
clothes. This is 
not the case; 
many options 
are now avail- 
able for larger 
ladies to look 
lovely. 

I will say 
that some stores 
have a_ horrid 
selection. For 
average sized 
women. I would 
say you could 
try the expensive 
stores or bar- 
gains ~ at 
Marshall's. I have 
to say to almost always stay away 
from these stores if you are plus 
sized. Good finds are few and far 
between. From what I've seen, all the 
fluorescent, “foo-foo,” ruffled, loud 
patterned and just plain ugly clothing 
are reserved for the larger sizes. 

My local picks would be at Lady 
Grace, The Loft, and Lane Bryant. 


Some may be a bit pricey, but the 
quality and attention to the type of 
customer is much better than at an 
average store. 

You can create curves by empha- 
sizing the upper portion of the figure, 
streamlining the center and empha- 
sizing the bottom. Long coats length- 
en the figure and give height. If 


Alpha Store photo 


you're not sure for 
the perfect look for 
your taste, the sales 
people at the store 
will surely help 
pick out ensembles 
for the season. 


Ah, the long 
dreaded _ bathing 
suit. How do you 
pick the right one? 
The horrid lighting 
of stores shows you 
no mercy. Every 
flaw is magnified 
10x bigger. Don't 
be fooled by this or 
the saleswoman's 
trickery. I'll give 
you a list of things 
to watch for when 
getting a suit. 

As I _- said 
before, assessing 
what you love most 
is key here. If you 

don't like your tush 
focus someplace else. Color and 
shape is important as well. The type 
of cut can make you look shapeless 
or shapely. Be aware of how colors 
go with your skin tone and if those 
same colors will look good with a 
tan. Odd spots in suits draw attention. 
That means if there is one giant 
flower on your hip, everyone looks at 


the flower. Dark colors, and soft 
prints are slimming. If you're petite 
and want to stand out wear bright 
bold shiny fabrics, or free flowing 
fabrics. Only the bold should dare to 
wear really bright colors. 

Too teeny in some spots? 
Ruffles,are a fix-it-in-a-jiff. If you 
want to add a little boost to your bust 
silicone inserts may be just what you 
need. You can instantly add a size to 
those weak chicken cutlets. 

Wearing a suit shouldn't be an act 
of tug of war, it should fit you prop- 
erly. If you jiggle, try some super 
sticking cream like preparation H or 
hair spray. But honey some jiggle 
just can't be saved, so please be 
aware of what the tush cut is on your 
suit is. I as well as the rest of the 
world don't want to see someone in a 
thong that doesn't belong in one. 

A little hint, a tan can make you 
look thinner. No it's not a miracle, but 
it can help. If you don't feel good 
after all this there is always a sarong 
to cover up imperfections as you 
walk along the beach. 

I wish all you ladies good luck in 
your search for the perfect outfits and 
bathing suits for this summer, no 
matter what shape you are. Never 
ever give the excuse that your size is 
the reason for not looking fabulous. 
A great outfit is never out of anyone's 
reach, no matter the size, shape, style 
or budget. 
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Jackets haven’t been shrunk, they’re cropped 


By CRYSTAL DEMPSY 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


(KRT) Shrunken, cropped, fitted, 
that's the state of women's ey 
this spring. 

"The cropped jacket for spring is 
a great example of how fashion 
evolves," says Gregg Andrews, 
Nordstrom's fashion director. 

"In the fall we saw the jacket, it 
was shorter; it was hipbone length. 
This season it's become even shorter 
about waist-length, almost bolero or 


almost shrug 
length." 

The jacket 
is more tailored 
with a slightly 
nipped-in 
waist. When 
worn with 
fuller skirts, 
pants and 
cropped 


{TON Sets. 
Andrews says, 
a fitted top 
helps the pro- 
portion and 
defines the 
waist. 

Yet 
ESSENCE; ae the 
shorter jacket 
helps you cre- 
ate an hour- 
glass shape," 
he says. 

Most of the 
trendy toppers 
have three- 
quarter or 


"bracelet" length sleeves that 
show a bit more than a slip of 
the wrists. 

Kamilla Johnson, 27, of 
Charlotte, N.C., loves the 
leaner look. 

"For years, all I could find 
were these boxy looking jack- 
ets," she says. 

"The cropped, fitted jack- 
ets are very feminine and hug 
my curves. 

"Plus, I can show off all 
my cute bracelets since the 
sleeves are shorter." 

Besides Bermuda shorts 


and cropped pants,.a shorter, fitted 
jacket is great to wear with fuller 
skirts and pants because it defines 
the waist, says Gregg Andrews, 
Nordstrom's fashion director. "And 
the silhouette doesn't become boxy." 

If you are average or smaller 
busted with proportionate hips, these 
jackets are great. However, those 
with a fuller bust or wider hips 
should look for a longer jacket, 
almost hip-bone length, but still fit- 
ted, says Andrews. 


What does your clothing say about you ? 


Take this quiz to find out 


if you are geek or chic 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Style Editor 


Your prefered color choices 
are: 

a) Black, Blue and Gray 

b) Brown, Red and Orange 

c) Pink, Beige and Yellow 

d) White and Pastels 


In your closet you will mostly : 
find: 

a) Overalls and themals 

b) Jeans and T-shirts 

c) Blouses and Pants 

d) Skirts and Suits 


When it comes to accessories: 

a) Accessor- what? 

b) All you need is a watch 

c) Your every day bag and 
jewlery suits you fine 

d) Coach and Prada are your 
middle names. 


How long does it take you to 
get ready? 

a) Half an hour 

b) One hour 

c) One and a half hours 

d) Two hours 


Your favorite parfume is: 

a) Y.O.U.R B.O. 

b) Something from the dollar store 
c) Designer Imposters 

d) Victoria’s Secret 


Which of these define your hair 
products: 

a) Soap and Water 

b) CVS Shampoo and Conditioner 

c) Herbal Essences 

d) Paul Mitchell all the way 


When it comes to make-up you: 
a) Never have it on 

b) Still use Bonne Bell 

c) Enjoy keeping it simple 

d) Always look bright and bold 


Where do most of your clothes 
come from? 
a) Building 19 


b) Friends, relatives and thrift stores 


c) Department stores 
d) Newbury Street 


Your footwear consists of: 
a) Socks and Sandals 
- b) Wom out sneakers 
c) Simple black shoes 
d) Stilettos 


Your underwear choice is: 
a) Commando 

b) Granny Panties 

c) Fruit of the loom 

d) Frederik’s of Hollywood 


If you scored mostly: 


A’s - you should give the Queer 
eye guys a call. 


B’s - you should let your mom 
continue to dress you. 


C’s - Your style is at a happy 
medium. 


D’s - You are high maintenance 


a 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
3 
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Tp Ti for de aoa So 
More skin care from Vegetables! @ 


For smoother skin try Cabbage. es 

Cabbage is rich in minerals and vitamins, so the next time you are se 
boiling cabbage, don't throw away the left over water. Instead, wash @& 
your face with it and you will feel your skin growing smoother. 3 
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All phtots by KRT 


Some women are buy- 
ing a larger size because the 
cut is a little too lean. Be 
careful doing that. You 
could throw off the fit. 
Here's how to tell if the 
jacket fits properly: The 
shoulder seam sits on the 
shoulder, not below it. 

The waist of the jacket 
should follow your natural 
waist easily. If it's nipped 
too snugly, you could end 
up with a flounce or peplum 
look at the bottom. 

What do you wear 


By CHRISTA LARSON . 
Contributing Reporter 


Tattoos are a pretty common, lots 
of teenagers have them or many of 
them think about getting one. 
Whenever someone sees another per- 
son get a tatto, I'm sure it crosses 
their mind about getting one them- 
selves. Which kind would they get? 
Where would they put it? How big, 
how small?, are normal questions 
asked. Tattoos can be different that 
make a per- 
son unique. 
Of course, 
tattoos like 
everything 
else have 
their pros 
and cons and 
different 
opinions 
from differ- 
ent people. 

Tattoos 
are permanent, which is a huge deci- 
sion to make. That could be a good 
‘or a bad thing. If it's something that 
you want to see and be known for 
forever, then tattoos are an awesome 
thing to get. The downside to that is, 
that if your just going through a 
phase, then one day, all of a sudden 
you don't want your tattoo anymore, 
your going to be stuck with it forever 
or it will cost a lot of money to 
attempt to remove it. 

Whenever one is going to be 
investing in a tattoo, they should 
always be aware of the dangerous 
effects. For instance, make sure all 
the tools are as well as the place and 
people. Make the tools are taken out 


~ 


under the jacket? Andrews says 
you've: got a few choices. Keep it 
very simple: A tank top, shell, T-shirt 
or camisole top. Tuck the shirt in for 
a tidier look; leave it untucked for a 
less structured vibe. Or, play with 
proportion and go with a softer, 
almost tunic length blouse and let it 
hang out the bottom for some soft- 
ness and fullness. The tunic should 
be hip-bone length and not too full, 
says Andrews. 

When you're at work, the jack- 
et's hem should hit right above the 
hip bone. The shirt underneath 


should overlap the top of the skirt or 


pants. Don't 
expose the 
midriff. Bare 
bellies are a 
business no- 
no. 

Wear a 
cropped 
jacket with 
low-rise 
shorts or 
pants (yes, 
you'll be 
showing a 
ieieet: t.<] e 
tummy). Or 
for those 
more modest 
about their 
midriff, pair 
a floaty, 
“jagged hem 
tunic with 
skinny jeans. 


Tattoos: good or bad 


of their packeage in front of you. 

No one wants to contract any sort 
of disease. 

If not taken care of properly tat- 
toos can cause an infection, which 
can be scary and that's no fun. But all 
you have to do is make sure you take 
care of your chosen tattoo. 

Everyone has different opinions 
‘about tattoos, it doesn't seem like 
anyone really opposes them, most 
people see that it's ok to get tattoos 
for some reason or another. 

Lots of people 
like, Brittany Curtain 
say, “Tattoos are 
cool, if you're into 
that.” 

People can have 
tattoos to represent 
themselves. 

Eric Pellegrini 
has a very high 
opinion of tattoos. 

“I love them, 
KRT photo because it's a way 
to express myself, also if a woman 
gets them in the right place it can be 
incredibly sexy.” 

It seems like people get tattoos 
for expressive purposes; however, 
Curtain and Pellegrini both said that 
they think a lot of teenagers get them 
because they can. 

“When a teenager turns 18, get- 
ting a tattoo can be seen as the free- 
dom that they. now have,” said 
Pellegrini. 

Whether you think that or not, 
tattoos are still a popular trend that 
has been around for years, and 
maybe perhaps for many more to 
come. 
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Fashion pick of the week 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Style Editor 


Last week I turned over my fash- 

ion pick responsibilities to my trust- 
ed colleague Tim McCall, who did a 
wonderful job, if I must say so 
myself. But now I'm back and with 
the second to last issue of the semes- 
ter. Yes, I know, that will be a sad day 
for all of us. 
_ Today's victim is 19-year-old 
Britany Merrick, a down to earth girl 
with a high maintenance fashion 
sense. 

Although this biology major 
denies being anything but high main- 
tenance, her clothes beg to differ. 

“T don't want people to think I'm 
a girly-girl, because that's not my 
personality at all, and although my 
clothes may sometimes give that per- 
ception, I don't try to emphasize it, I 
just like dressing the way I do 
because it's fun,” she said. “However 
I do like to bang around in my regu- 
lar clothes at home or other places, it 
just depends on the occasion.” 

I guess with that said, we can 


give her the benefit of the doubt. 


Merrick also states that she loves 
coordination and striking acces- 
sories. 

“T like my clothes to match but 
I'm not that bad where I make sure 
every single thing goes; but it's not 
like your going to see me in on 
and polka dots at the same time.” 

“T love accessories, I simply 
adore big hoops and dangly earrings 
and my favorite accessory would 


ARIES (March 21- 
‘April 20) Sensuality and 


social flirtation are almost. 


unavoidable over the next few days. 
After Monday, friends and lovers 
may provide unique insights into 


their hopes, dreams or long-term 


goals. Intimate relationships will 
soon deepen: remain open to 


romantic overtures and expect new. 


friends to compete for your loyalty. 
Later this week, a business official 
may request help with an important 
project. Don't hesitate to join in: 
sudden job openings will soon pro- 
vide advancement. 


TAURUS (April 21- 

May 20) This week, long- 

term relationships enter a 

brief but intense period of 
emotional negotiation. Key issues 
may involve social planning, family 
events or group celebrations. Let 
loved ones know your limits or 
expectations: your opinions, ideals 
and needs will be seriously consid- 
ered. Thursday through Saturday 
highlight home budgets and long- 
term financial planning. Someone 
close may expect a review of new 
expenses. Go slow: large purchases 


may soon be necessary. 
June 21) Before mid-week, 


I friends or relatives may 


ask for a detailed explanation of 


GEMINI (May 21- 


recent group events. Competing 


a ll 


Makeeba Fraser photo 


I don't want people to think I'm a girly-girl, because 
that's not my personality at all. 


social loyalties and long-term 
romantic commitments are high- 
lighted. Loved ones may now feel 
mildly threatened by new friends, 
last minute cancellations or team 
activities. Offer reassurance and 
expect steady progress. Wednesday 
through Saturday, minor ailments of 
the jaw, throat or upper chest may 
be bothersome. Pamper the body: 
physical vitality may be low. 


“~O CANCER (June 22- 
© “” July 22) New romantic 

promises are now deeply 
felt and genuine. Over the next 14 
days, expect loved ones to offer 
unique insights into their long-term 
hopes or family goals. Recent social 
delays or misunderstandings need to 
fade. All is well: use this time to 


‘foster intimacy, resolve unproduc- 


tive feelings or build trust. Later 
this week, a postponed work assign- 
ment may reappear or demand com- 
pletion. Take your time: key offi- 
cials are now evaluating the skills 
and actions of employees. 
S2 Over the next four days, 
older relatives or friends 
will provide seasoned romantic 
insights and valuable social guid- 
ance. Remain attentive to small 
comments, hints or suggestions. At 
present, ongoing relationship prob- 


lems can be easily identified and 
resolved. After Thursday, yester- 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 


day's business or financial mistakes 


may reappear. Close colleagues will 
deny involvement: stay focused and 


expect time sensitive documents to 
require major revisions or special 
permissions. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
y Sept. 22) After Monday, 
** rare social triangles are 
unexpected and bothersome. Long- 
term friends may this week compete 
for attention or express unrealistic 
ideas. Over the next two weeks, a 
battle of wills may be difficult to 
avoid. Patience will prove vital: 
suggest creative activities or new 
forms of entertainment and all will 
be well. Thursday through Saturday, 
business relationships require diplo- 
macy. New colleagues will eventu- 
ally challenge authority: refuse act 
as mediator or advisor. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Home routines will 
this week demand careful 
planning. Before mid-week, friends 
or relatives may ask for special con- 
sideration concerning temporary 
work projects, career research or 
delicate business ventures. Provide 
support and watch for the return of 
established patterns: at present, seri- 
ous family decisions and bold dis- 
cussions are best avoided. Friday 
through Sunday also highlight 
unexpected social proposals. Accept 
all invitations: social boredom now 
needs to fade. 


7% SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
MN, Noy. 22) Romantic and 
social charisma is now 


strong. Over the next eight days, 
potential friends and new lovers 
will be attracted to your emotional 
style. Take all such attention as a 
compliment but avoid serious 
promises: before mid-May, lasting 
commitments will not be easily 
established. After Thursday, loved 
ones will require added sensitivity 
or privacy. Family members may 
now need extra time to evaluate 
unproductive relationships. Be con- 
sistent and ask probing questions. 


# SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
x 23-Dec. 21) Dreams, 
insights or sudden flashes 

of wisdom will be vivid and com- 
pelling over the next 14 days. Areas 
affected are the social habits of 
trusted friends, private romantic tri- 
angles or past family histories. 
Quietly observe: public discussions 
will not work in your favor. 
Thursday through Saturday, yester- 
day's business or financial mistakes 
are not easily resolved. Avoid 
unnecessary spending, if possible: 
outdated bills or forgotten payments 
will soon become a top priority. 
eee 6 CAPRICORNS ((Dec: 
22-Jan. 20) Early this 
é week, a close relative may 
regret their recent com- 
ments or actions. Long-term 
romance versus the emotional 
expectations of a trusted friend may 
be an underlying theme. Family 
pressures are now high: allow 
friends or lovers extra time for pri- 
vate reflection and respond honestly 
to all questions. After Friday, busi- 


have to be shoes especially my stilet- 
to heels,” she added. 

Merrick also admits, like every 
girl she enjoys shopping. 

“T do not really go shopping that 
often, but when I do I like to shop at 
Express and sometimes, but very 
rarely at Abercrombie, because I like 
the type of styles they offer and I 
think they're cute.” 

This concealed tomboy knows 
how to give one striking appearance. 
Here's to the fashion diva she never 
thought she was. 


Makeeba Fraser hob’ 
Don't let her fool you, she is a 
laid back, casusal kind of girl. 


ness Officials, teachers or mentors 
may provide misinformation. 
Remain attentive to revised dates 
and carefully study all written 
instructions. 


AN AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WA Feb. 19) After Tuesday, 

financial restrictions will 
no longer delay important projects. 
Some Aquarians will soon 
encounter a series of unique pay- 
ments or money bonuses. If so, 
expect time restrictions or procedur- 
al rules to be firmly enforced. Later 
this week, loved ones may ask for 
detailed social advice. Be support- 
ive. Over the next two weeks, a 
friend, lover or close relative may 
attempt to abandon their emotional 
obligations. Remain patient: atti- 
tudes and social needs will soon 
evolve. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Business rela- 
tionships may this week be 
unusually flirtatious or 
overly familiar. Set consistent 
boundaries and expect others to 
respect your wishes. Although flat- 
tering, this is not the right time to 
confuse workplace roles with social 
or romantic enjoyment. Wednesday 
through Friday, a friend or relative 
may announce new lifestyle plans. 
Home renovations, extended travel 
or large purchases are accented. 
Wait for added information: new 
goals may be difficult to establish. 
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Knights continue to play well, look 


forward to state tournament 


Outstanding play 
keeps NECC 


nationally ranked 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


Loe Dane 
Northern 
Ee Sas Leurk. 
Community 
Crouse gre 
baseball 
team has 
been on a 
roll as of 
lately and is 
solidifying themselves as one of the 
best teams in the region. Boosting 
a 12-4 record the Knights are still 
ranked in the top 15 in the country 
in NJCAA division III, coming in at 
13 for the second straight week. 
With no other region XXI team 
nationally ranked, the Knights sit 
on top of the region in the stand- 
ings. 

The Knights finally were 
able to play a home game Thursday 
April 14, when Southern Maine 
made a trip to Haverhill to take on 
NECC. 

Adam Del Rio got the start for 
the Knights and looked solid as he 
worked the first three innings. Del 
Rio shut Southern Maine down 
allowing no hits 
or runs and 
striking out five 
over his three 
innings. The 


said NECC Athletic 
Director Sue MacAvoy. 

The Knights  fol- 
lowed up the home win 
with back-to-back dou- 
ble headers Saturday 
April 16 at Gateway 
Community College and 
then Sunday April 17 at 
Eastern Connecticut 
State University. 

Staying true to form 
outstanding pitching and 
powerful offence lead 
the Knights to sweep 
Gateway 16-3 in the 
first game and 10-0 in 
the second game. Matt 
MaGuire pitched the 
second game of. that 
double-header and threw the sec- 
ond no-hitter in his career at 
NECC, the first coming last season. 

Looking to keep their momen- 
tum alive the Knights took on non- 
division member Eastern 
Connecticut State University JV 
team in the second double-header. 
The Knights would drop the first 
game 9-5 but would come storming 
back in the second game pulling 
out the 11-4 win. 

The Knights then turned their 
attention to division rival Roxbury, 
first Wednesday April 20 away and 
then again Thursday April 21 at 
home. The Knights would make 
quick work of Roxbury on the road 
winning easily 21-4. The April 21, 
match-up 
at NECC 
would 
prove to 
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mies Ras i tougher 
innings were ae fe 
worked by a A i 
series of he : a 
Knights pitchers rng Hor 
including Matt rua ce 
MaGuire, from the 
Patrick Bateson, Knights 
Ryan Boucher was gots 
and Brad standin 
Estabrook. The as (eee 
foursome ee 
Patrick 
allowed two B 
ateson 
runs on only one i 
hit. ines ne 
As usual the : : n 4 
Knights offence itched 
was there from f 
three fan- 
the get go as i 
3S) U eG 
they put up four innings 
runs in the first ll . 
inning and Ryan McAskill photo P wee 
never looked Ryan Mooradian brings the °° 1° 
back. _Ryan heat during his two innings of and strik- 
Mustapha hit a in t 
towering home Work against Roxbury. ge see) 
run in the third Ay ri fe: 


inning as the Knights put up 12 
runs on 13 hits through seven 
innings. 

Although playing a home game 
ai Northern Essex seems like a no- 
brainer it is not as simple as it 
appears. 

“This was the first home opener 
actually played at Northern Essex 
in a long time. The last few years 
we didn’t even play home games 
here because of the condition of the 
field and because of a large sink 
hole that appeared in the outfield. 
We had to play our home games at 
Whittier or Timberland or 
Haverhill High S. ool or we actu- 
ally played on the opponents field,” 


offence would struggle through the 
first two innings as they failed to 
capitalize on early run scoring 
chances and made outs on the base 
paths. 

Poor defense by Roxbury in the 
third inning lead to a huge inning 
for the Knights who scored eight 
runs. The inning was capped off by 
two back-to-back monster shots by 
Pedro De La Rosa and Jeison King. 
De La Rosa drove a ball to deep 
right centerfield and with his 
quickness on the base paths turned 
it into an inside the park home run. 
King followed by driving one to 
left-centerfield and was able to turn 
it into a triple. 


Ryan Mooradian pitched the 
fourth and fifth innings for the 
Knights and dominated Roxbury. 
He struck out all six batters that he 
faced. 

“You can just say that was gas. 
He throws some pepper,” Assistant 
coach Ray McDonald said after 
Mooradian’s first K. With 
Mooradian closing the door, the 
Knights beat Roxbury 14-0. 

Currently the Knights are num- 
ber one in division III region XXI 
with a 4-0 record against division 
III rivals. They are 5-1 against all 
of region XX] (divisions II and III), 
and have an 
overall record of 
12-4. The over- 
all play of the 
team has been 
outstanding. 
The Knights are 
the top offen- 
sive team in the 
nation with a 
.408 team bat- 
ting average and 
are currently 
averaging 8.5 
runs per game 
(128 total runs) 
while they are 
holding oppo- 
nents to just 3 
runs a game (46 
total runs). 

Individually, 
Knights players 
are all over the 
offensive stat 
sheets. Chris 
Anderson leads 
the nation in 
division II with 
a .588 batting 
average (30-51). 
Following 
Anderson, three 
Knights players 
are in the top 10 
in hitting in all 
of division III. 
Ryan Mustapha 
is fourth, hitting 
531 (26-49), 
and Adam Del 
Rio and Jeison 
King are tied for 
seventh hitting 
510. *~ (26-511). 
These four play- 
ers are also the 
top four hitters 
in region XXI. 

The Knights 
pitching has 
been just as 
good as the 


where 


Every New Graduate 
nurse hired between 
now and june 30, 
2005 receives an 
iPod®. And if you 
think that's cool ... 


Chris Anderson drives one deep, in the win over Roxbury and 
is the top offensive player in the nation with a .588 batting average. 


offence. Ace Ryan Mooradian has 
a record of 3-1, with two saves, a 
1.22 ERA and 43 strikeouts. Adam 
Del Rio has a 2-0 record with a .50 
ERA and 32 strikeouts. Patrick 
Batson has a 2-0 record with a 0.63 


‘ ERA and 10 strikeouts. Despite the 


fantastic pitching that the Knights 
have had from their entire staff, 
none of the pitchers ranked in any 
category, but for good reason. In 
order for a pitcher’s stats to be con- 
sidered by the NJCAA, the pitcher 
must have thrown a minimum of 36 
innings. None of the Knights 


pitchers qualify for that because the 


A nursing gig at DHMC 
... Music fo your ears 


AND $10,000 
Student Loan Forgiveness ore just the beginning. 


great =opportunities 


just wait. 


_DARTMOUTH-HITCHCOCK MEDICAL CENTER 


New Hampshire’s Only Academic Medical Center 
Lebanon, New Hampshire + nursejobs@bhitchcock.org: 


learn more at 
www.newgradnursing.com 


Knights pitching staff has many 
quality pitchers and with the way 
the Knights offence has been scor- 
ing, the games have been shortend 
by the mercy rule. 

With the season coming to a 
close, the Knights end in a big way. 
Friday April 29, rival Massasoit 
comes to town in what is shaping 
up to be a huge game. Following 
that the Knights play six games 
over the next three days, April 30- 
May 2. ; 

“This weekend is big. The 
game on Friday against Massasoit 
is going to be intense,” said head 
coach Kerry Quinlan. 

Coach MacDonald added, “‘it’s 
about having an edge and our guys 
are ready to play. They step out on 
that field and they expect to win.” 

All of this leads up to the state 
tournament, which will be played 
May 7-8 and will be played at 
Northern Essex Community 
College. 

“With the season we have had it 
would be great if we could win [the 
tournament] at home,” MacAvoy 
said. 

In need of a second field, 
Amesbury High School has donat- 
ed its varsity baseball field for use 
during the tournament. 
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A team full of start 


another ‘grand slam’ season 


By SHERI KINNEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Last year I could not believe that 
I was not going to be able to go to any 
Red Sox games that season. When I 
got that call in mid-August my luck 
changed for certain. On the other line 
was my cousin telling me they had an 
extra ticket for that night’s game and 
they wanted me to go. At that 
moment chills covered my entire 
body and I could not believe the 
opportunity had arisen for me to go 
see my team play. 

Since tickets were so pricey and 
my work schedule left me barely any 
time to myself, I had not been able to 
get tickets up to that point. The rest of 
my schedule suddenly went blank 
and all I could think about was the 
game in which I would be sitting in 
right field at Fenway Park that night. 

For most avid Sox fans this is the 
exact feeling that overcomes you 
when you get the opportunity to 
watch your team play right in front of 
you live. Even though the game I 
went to was a loss for the Sox, I’ll 
never forget singing “Sweet 
Caroline” among fellow fans. It was a 


feeling of unity among strangers 
when Nixon hit a homerun and every- 
one looked to each other and 
exchanged high-fives as far as they 
could reach without jumping over 
seats. 

One former NECC 
student and player on 
the NECC Knights 
baseball team, Joseph 
Sousa, recalls why he 
has such a passion for 
this team. 

“Their unlike any 
team in the nation, not 
just anyone is capable 
of being a Sox fan. It 
takes a lot of apprecia- 
tion for the game and 
love for this group of 
guys who are proud to 
be a part of Boston.” 

Sousa’s been a fan since he was 
able to pick up a baseball. He knows 
everything there is to know about the 
game and can relate to the enthusiasm 
the Red Sox have for baseball. He 
said even though they were down 
three games to the Yankees last sea- 
son during the World Series, he never 
lost faith. 

“Tt still feels like I’m living a 


dream” said Sousa smiling. 

Along with Sousa, a first-year 
NECC student who wants to be 
referred to as “J.B.,” agrees it was an 
“awesome season to the victory” last 
year. 


Their unlike any team in the 
nation, not just anyone is capable 


of being a sox fan. 
- Joseph Sousa 


r 


So in October 2004 when the Red 
Sox (the underdogs) won the World 
Series, the nation celebrated. 
Emotions that had been building up 
for years were finally released and the 
world was just as it should be. 

You would think nothing could 
top that World Series game that took 
place last year as the nation watched 
the Boston Red Sox become World 
Series Champions. 


NASCAR rule 
change coming to 
New Hampshire 


By DANIELLE 


SIECZKOWSKI 
Contributing Reporter 


NASCAR’s new impound rule 
has received mix emotions among the 
racing community. The rule will be 
implemented at both NASCAR 
Nextel Cup race weekends, occurring 
in July and September at the New 
Hampshire International Speedway in 
Loudon, New Hampshire. 

Fred Neergaard, Director of 
Public Relations at the track, is opti- 
mistic about the effects the change 
will have on the race weekend, saying 
that fans will “embrace the new 
schedule.” 

The new rule entails shortening 
the time race teams spend at the race- 
track by having a fewer number of 
practice sessions, qualifying the cars 
on Saturday and then impounding the 
cars after they qualify. This means 
that teams cannot work on the cars 
after they qualify. This procedure was 
used in the NASCAR Busch Series 
last season and is being applied to the 
Nextel Cup Series for the first time 
this season. 

There are distinct advantages and 
disadvantages to this new rule. The 
first advantage is that teams have 
more time off, to spend with their 
families, during the race weekend. 
Time is valuable to these teams, who 
travel around the country about ten 
months out of the year. The other 
advantage is that teams save money, 
not having to buy as many sets of 
tires for the weekend. The main dis- 
advantage is that teams have to con- 
centrate more on race setup than 
qualifying setup. With the cars being 
impounded after qualifying, they 


need to be adequately ready to race. 

The new rule has been used, so 
far four times this season and each 
time has consisted of a different 
schedule. NASCAR.com reports that 
NASCAR will impound the cars at 21 
of the 36 Cup championship events 
and-also at the All-Star Challenge. 

NASCAR.com writer, Marty 
Smith, seemed quite perplexed in his 
April 12 article when a fan inquired 
about the rule. Smith was unable to 
explain why NASCAR has used four 
different schedules for the impound- 
ed weekends. He said that many of 
the teams went to Martinsville 
Speedway, in Virginia, believing it 
was an impound weekend. One team 
even cancelled their hotel reserva- 
tions and then later found out that it 
was not an impound race. The teams 
are seemingly being left in the dark 
about when the rule will be used: 

One thing that is clear is that the 
tule will be in effect for the two 
NASCAR premiere series weekends 
at New Hampshire International 
Speedway (NHIS). The weekend 
schedule is different than in years 
past, mainly the Friday and Saturday 
schedules. 

Neergaard said that for the most 
part, Thursday’s schedule will remain 
the same. The NASCAR Modified 
Series and Busch North Series, will 
qualify and then have their final prac- 
tice. 

The Friday schedule used to con- 
sist of Cup and Busch Series prac- 
tices, then qualifying sessions, and 
then the Modified race. The new July 
schedule begins in the morning at 11, 
with the Modified race. Then there 
will be Busch Series final practice 
and then Cup final practice. The day 
will end with the Busch North race. 


“Tickets will be $25 in advance 
and $30 at the gate,” says Neergaard, 
“it’s an incredible value.” 

The old Friday schedule drew a 
huge crowd to the track, and 
Neergaard assures fans that the 
Friday trip to the track is still worth it, 
promising there still to be “a lot of 
racing.” 

Saturday’s schedule begins at 10 
a.m. First is Busch Series qualifying, 
with the Cup Series qualifying ses- 
sion following. The Cup cars will be 
impounded immediately following 
their qualifying runs. The main event 
of the day is the Busch Series race. 
The prices for Saturday’s tickets are 
between $45 and $55 for adults and 
$5 for children 11 and under. 

Neergaard calls Saturday’s tickets 
a “value ticket,” saying that it is a 
“good opportunity for people, who 
can not get away from work on 
Friday, to see it all.” 

Sunday’s race schedule will 
remain the same, with the Nextel Cup 
Series race in the early afternoon. The 
difference between the July and 
September races is that the Busch 
Series will not appear at NHIS in 
September. The NASCAR Craftsman 
Truck Series will be here instead. The 
schedule will be the same, changing 
any Busch Series events out for Truck 
Series instead. 

Neergaard says that the track has 
not received any negative response to 
the changes in procedures. He says it 
has been a positive response overall 
and he is looking forward to the race 
weekends. 

The July events begin Thursday, 
July 14 and the September events 
begin Thursday, September 15. About 
600,000 people attend NHIS races 
each season. 


However, on opening day, April 
11, 2005, fans across the country had 
the opportunity to thank the 2004 Red 
Sox. These tickets ended up being 
hotter than any of the World Series 
games. Everyone wanted to be there 
for the impossible; 
they wanted to pay 
their respects. 

I would have 
gladly sold my new 
car to hold a pair of 
tickets for opening 
day at Fenway Park. 
A fellow member of 
Red Sox Nation, 
Kayla Simard, 
agrees that opening 
day was so much 
better than the 
Series. 

“Seeing the Yankees standing 
there watching as the Champions 
banner was raised was priceless,” 
Simard recalls. 

When it was time to hand out the 
World Series Champion rings the 
crowd went wild. When the owners 
handed out the rings, we got our first 
chance to cheer World Series- win- 
ning manager, Terry Francona; last 
year’s hero, Big Papi; two returning 


idols, Derek Lowe and Dave Roberts, 
who were both honored with thunder- 
ous ovations; and every key player 
with the exception of Orlando 
Cabrera, who was stuck with his new 
teanr in Anaheim, and Pedro 
Martinez, who was unforgivably 
missing. 

The one key factor that makes 
this unique team so desirable is the 
unity the players show both on and 
off the field. The relationship this 
group of guys has is like no other 
major league team. 

NECC student, J.B. said the one 
thing he loves about the Sox is “how 
they stick together.” 

On opening day the moment was 
commemorated. Whatever happens 
this season, the Sox beat the Yankees, 
and the Sox won the World Series. As 
of Monday, April 25, the Red Sox 
currently have 11 wins and eight loss- 
es for the season. Although the team’s 
chemistry has changed a little with 
ten newcomers on the opening day 
roster, the Red Sox are still defending 
Champions. I’m sure they will con- 
tinue to show that passion us proud 
members of Red Sox Nation both 
love and treasure throughout another 
nail-biting season. 


Weekly Sports 


Trivia 


1.) He was a longtime broadcaster for 
the New York Yankees but later 
became known to a new generation of 
fans as the voice of “This Week in 
Baseball." Name him. 


2.) Which is older, Wrigley Field or 


Fenway Park? 


3.) Who said this? “It's what you learn 
after you know it’s all that counts." 


4.) Which ballpark never was the 
scene of a no-hitter in its more than 60 


years of existence? 


5.) What two Red Sox players battled 
for the Rookie of the Year award in 


1975? 
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Photo Essay 


Construction nears completion 


Finishing touches and 
final steps taking place 


in both projects 


By DUSTIN LUCA 
News Editor 


With the end of the academic year 
approaching, construction projects at 
Northern Essex are coming to a rapid 
end. 

According to state-hired contractor 
Jim Brocato, the Technology Center, a 
large building set to deliver new tech- 
nologically advanced rooms to the 
Haverhill campus, is set to be: complete 
by May 2005. Additionally, the com- 
pletion of the Ourania Behrakis 
Student Center, still regarded as the F 
Building on the Haverhill campus, is 
due for completion by the.end of April, 
though when this was mentioned to 
construction workers working in the 
Student Center, ail they could do was 
laugh and make critical remarks of the 
statement. 

When asking Brocato for an 
update on the progress of the two 
buildings, I was offered a small tour of 
the Student Center in its current state 
and the ability to explore wherever I 
please without previously required 
guidance, which I accepted and will 
tell you about. 

Upon entering the building from 
the main entrance, which faces Elliot 
Street and Parking Lot Two, the first 


thing to the left is an elaborate 
Welcome Center, the future home of 
the NECC book store and restrooms. 
On the right would be multiple offices 
including a large presentation room, an 
even larger “Student ‘Processing 
Center,” Reception Area and multiple 
meeting rooms. 

The second floor contains even 
more student-usable space. What was 
once a large cafeteria area is now an 
enormous Career Planning and 
Advising Center, including six to eight 
offices for departments currently locat- 
ed in the B-Building (such as the 
Bursar, Registrar, Financial Aid, and 
more). On the opposite end, where the 
kitchen area once was, a kitchen area 
and Food Service Counter still exists. 
Additionally, on the opposite end of the 
room containing the Food Service 
Counter, an area.exists where, accord- 
ing to drafted floor plans, multiple 
computer stations will be set up for stu- 
dent use. 

During my tour, tile was still being 
placed on whatever floors were not yet 
finished, doorframes were being paint- 
ed, and finished light fixtures were 
being activated. And while construc- 
tion crews cannot give a confident esti- 
mate for the completion of the project, 
students should expect to report to the 
F-Building for books, class signups 
and advising starting in the fall. 


All photos by 
Dustin Luca 


The Food Service Counter on the second floor. 


What was once a very large and under-used cafeteria will soon be a new Career 
Planning and Advising Center, where it will be like “One-Stop” every day. 


The entrance to what is known as the “Welcome Center,” with the new NECC 
Bookstore inside (not shown). | a 5 


The soon-to-be “Student Lounge” located on the seconc 
Service Counter, computer terminals and Career Advising close by, this lounge is 
anticipated to be a popular place for students to relax and socialize. 


